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t then gprew JReaton dark, that tbie no more 
^ould the fair forms tf Good and Truth discern 3 
f« they beeame, who Eagles were before, 
Lnd this they got by their detire to iearn- 

lift J. BAVlSi 

! soil's dark cottage batter'd and decay'd 

in new light through chinks which time has madc.*P. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE Author of this Confession is a 
m of a very prominent character. Having 
ained considerable celebrity, as well by his 
ange rise from one of the lowest stations in 
ij to the possession of probably the great- 
book -store in the known world ; as by the 
ny editions of his life, written principally 
throw a general obloquy on Christianity, 
1 to shew 1ii& particular aversion from the 
ithodists. 

He followed the occupation of a cbbler^ 
ording to his confession'; and, by hearing 

Methodist preachers, was convinced of 
sinfulness, and made a good progress in 
erimental and practical piety. In conse* 
nee of his sobriety and diligence, accom- 
ied with the generous ass^tance of his 
thodist brethren, it appears he emerged 
n his debased situation, and by a swift 
iation, rose to opulence. He now fell from 
steadfastness in religion, and became, by 
rees, an open deist and a vehement op- 
tr «f his former associates and patrons. 



iment oi nis rc«cu&&vuAaAk/M« ««^ .»^. 
gned his business, and lives in el& 
d useful retirement, enjoying oncii 
: privileges of that church from whid 
md has lately (in 1804) published thi 
rom which these are taken, desirou 
:o efface the effects of his former errc 
iblidations. It has, for the samepurposc 
ought expedient to re-publish thei 
the present form, altering nothing i 
retained, but omitting what was deen 
losely connected with the subject, an 
ais large quotations from the poets.* 
3rd himself give it his blessing, and 1 
aU the gloiy. 
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PREFACE. 



SEVERAL of my friends have thought 
if the following I^etteit were made pub- 
hey might prove useful acs a warning to 
rs not to fail into those errors which had 
ly proved &tal to me ; and, also, as an 
n to some of those who are alrea4y fallen 
that dreadful state of infidelity from 
:h, by the great mercy of Crod, I am hap- 
escaped* '. 

hey vere also of opinion, that'|iS: li^d 
icly ridiculed a very large and refi^^t^e 
^ of Christians, and thus, in fa^tj^^n^e 
TRuaT at the very viTAts of Chri^iitiiity 
f, by this means giving occasion to specu- 
-^c infidels and practical unbelievers to tri* 
)h and blaspheme; that, therefore, my 
ntation ought to be made as public as pos- 
;, and that by so doing I should give great 
sure to many real Christians, who, with 
angels in heaven, will rejoice over a repent* 
sinner. 

"^o the preceding reasons, tiie Autlior U 
ged to add, that without publishln^some- 



jelic^lpiety^ 

order that pay readers tfykght be 
clear ideas of the state of m} 
jh the whole progress of my 
change, I thought it hes>t to ins 
rs which I wrote whil^ I wajs an ; 
thers written during my gradual 
)f the truths which are revealed 
ares. And I request my readers 
, that the first 22 Letters w 
n before I was convinced of the t 
doctrine^ which are taught by tl 
ts, and also by our Reformers, 
by the Liturgy, Articles, a^d H 
: Church of JEn^land!. 
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ae or two instances Iliave, for particu* 
.sons, made use of a fictious vehide to 
Lce real facts, reasonings, reflectiens, Sec- 
ay be necessary to inform my readers, 
im not (a» some suppose), again become 
er in the bookselling trade. It is now 
vrs since I made over the whole of that 
is to Mes&rs. George Lackington, AU 
I Co. since which time I have had no 
3r interest in it ; and I am very sorry 
^y last summer published a new edition 
Memoirs of my Life ; but I believe 
id no intention to disoblige the Method- 
it merely published it as a matter of 
to promote their trade* And although 
at time was not pleased with its being 
ished, yet I did not see the evtltenden« 
ch that work certainly has in so strong 
as I have since. 

I am, Readers^ 
Your very sincere welt-wisbtr, 

J. LACKINGTON. 

ton, Dec. 10th, 1803. 
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LETTER I. 



_" Trembling I retreat i 

prostrate soul again adorea ber God/' 



mr 






IN my Memoirs I told you thatj married 
Dorcas Tiirton. This girl, baa lor some 
divided her spare hours between deviation 
vel reading ; on Sundays she would attend 
mons of two or three of those whO(% arc^p 
UalvJRist- Methodist preachers, the intervals 
ften filled up by reading of novels : and 
*r return from the Tabernacle in the c;ven- 
novel was resumed, and perhaps not quit- 
il she had seen the hero and heroliie hap- 
irricd, which often kept her put of: ^d un- 
iiinu^. On other evenings also dbe wouK^ 
ear a sermon at the Tabernacle, and dc- 
e remainder of the nig^ht to reading " Tales 
and Maids forsal^en." 
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ly relish lor more impuikaxi. -v^j — 

not long before novels, romances, 

cupicd a considerable part of our t 

1 even neglected my shop ; for b 
delighted with those fairy regions, 

2 bear the idea of business : I also soi 
cted the preaching at the Foundery, 
I hurried home, impatient until I h; 
ito the realms of fiction. Some moni 
ivay in this manner. At last I was 
those dreams, and again I paid att< 
radc. 

>bserved in my Memoirs, that Mr. 1 
me during my long illness, when 1 v 
lantly to bo found in my shop, 
d, and having little to do, and bein.c 
itation, he would seat himself on t 
and, as occasion offered, attack ro< 



pretend to understand them. He allowed that th 
'author* of the Old and New Testaments, somt 
times wrote as the Spirit dictated, but contende 
that they had written many things, without an 
such assistance ; that, like other pious author: 
tbey at times only wrote their own opinions ; s 
that Mr. Denis only believed so much of th^Bib] 
as he approved of. The divinit/ of Christ, th 
doctrine of the atonement, &c. he did not believe 
From .Jane Leed, Madam Bourignon, Madar 
Guion, he had filled his head with fissociating an 
concentering with the divinity^ which was the way t 
he all lights all eycy all spirit^ all joy^ all reatj a 
gladnes^y all Icrve ; fiure lovcy rest in guietneaa^ at 
eorbed in silent spiritual /j/ec^wre, and inexfiressibi 
^weetnessj ^c, Mr. D. did not attend any plac 
of \yorship, except the Horse and Groom publi 
house, near Moorfields, could be called such. L 
Moorfields he sometimes would hear part of'; 
sermon or two, and for an hour or two after (h 
orations were ended, he was to be seen disputinj 
among the mechanics, who very often came ther 
for that purpose. In the afternoon on Sunday, hi 
would go to the above public-house, where a roon 
full of persons of this description usually met, an« 
one or other of them would first read a chapter ii 
the Bible, and afterwards animadvert on what h< 
had read, and as many as were disposed to it, add 
cd their curious remarks. To. this odd groupe o 
expositors, I was once introduced, but I did no 
repeat my visit. 

From the disputes in my shop, example, &c. ] 

9oon cnmc to think that the SabbaklVv-dsoj vi^^ t 

more sacred th^n any other daiy ; ^o \.W. V5\%\s 
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►rship> he will not long be attentive to 
.on ; it was at least the case with me 

began to entertain doubts concerr 
mes of the Trinity, Atonement, &c. 
)rtion as I relaxed in Christian duties 

fond of such disputes as had a teni 
2 my mind easy on that score. 
>out this time Mr. R. T— nl— y ad? 
ad the Memoirs of John Buncle, 
procured and read through. This p 
:, (for such I now think it to be), at • 
eradicated the remains of Method 
nearly the whole of Christianity. 

Faults iTi the life, breed errors in the brai; 
And these, reciprocally, those again ; 
The mind and conduct, mutually imprint, 
And stamp their image on each other's n: 

C 



f become negligent of Christian duties* and 
* relaxed in morals, it was not likcljr that I 
Istop'here. 

ink It was in thisyear (1776) that 1 became 
inted with ope who;n I shall call Jack Jolly, 
me of his acquaintance/ fill downright inf** 
^utotherwifse shrewdy jieiisible men.. Of 
I learned the names of such .others as had 
on the side of infidelity ; an4 also the titles 
r pernicious productions, 
ink it was the witly sarcdsms and vile mis- 
entations of Voltaire that first made me en* 
g;iye up my Bible, from which I had in past 
lerived so much real comfort in the nu)st 
sing circumstances of g^eat pioycrty, and 
reat afRiction. That precious book enabled 
breakfast, dine and sup oh water gfruel only, 
ely with ft contented mfind, but also with a 
il countenance 'and a merry heart. It was 
>le which supported me under the several 
fflictioh of a beloved wife, in which I truly 
d with her ; it was that 'book which enabled 
thongh young, to die with joy, and in full 
srtain hope of a glorious resurrection. 
this charming young woman died, I also 
rcn over, my soul wais, as it weie, hovering 
lips just ready to depart. In this awful 
ny amiable wke gonel All arowid me ex- 
the moment when time to me ^ould be no 

• • ■ 

lis awful situation I remained a long time, 
ig I know not, perhaps a week or weeks ; 
n in this state, although more dead than 
Id the divine promises contained in the sa<» 



uang^c ture, Kterliity at thee ; 
And dropp'd the workU** 

r, ye infidels ! in your thoughtful moi 
vovM, you deprive your poor fellow n 
twhich alone can support them piaic 
ncated miseries to which we are expoi 
twitlvitanding I had^ as I have observ 
:)een soc^e time relaxing in religious ] 
nd duties^ yet no tongue or pen can dc 
I felt at times, on relinquishing the ▼ 
I contained the words of etemai life : 
TeBched from me. For I was so destii 
[edge and abilities^ as not to be able 
the witty and artful objections of thai 
I Voltaire^and others whose works sooi 
I. { must confess that I felt it very ^ 
froi^ this old constant companion of i 

luMllH hftv#% h#k**n trl^A f£\ K«t»«» «w>4..:~. 
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LETTER IL 



Proud rationals. 



That deep in speculation's wandering maze, 
emuse themselves with error, and confound 
be laws of men, of nature, and of heav'n,} 
resumptuous in their wisdom . 

kVi FRIEND, 

HAVING quite done with the lilbrd of 
I soon entirely neglected the public woi ship 
)d. Before this, I went ^t times to one or 
of Mr. Wesley's chapels, or to some parish 
h. But now I was taught to believe, that as 
^hole world was God's Tejnplc, I could pay 
evotions to him at any time and in WY place ; 
onsequence you may easily imagine ; the 
5 Being was soon too much out of my 
:ht8 ; the Sabbath^ay was spent in reading 
cious books, or in writing my catalogues, avf 
ng my books, casting up my profits, visiting, 
And it was not long before I could make a 
at cards on that day. 

soon as I had gone through Voltaire'sr 
s, I procured otlier works of the same ten- 
', and in reading them I epiployed most of 
)are hours for several years. And although 
not devote so much tin^e to them after this, 
ead also history, voyages, travels^ poetry, 
s, &c. yet I often had recourse to them, and 
every opportunity of purchasing new publi- 
\% which had the same pernicious Itiv^^tiC) ^ 



cured them, bui iv^. 
eral times over, with a pencu *. 
: marks to the most particular pas 
I also .procured a Bible interleave* 
.per, and transcribed many of the 
ejections of infidel writers to varioi 
pposite to some texts I even wrot 
ections. Having had such a long 
ivith the authors in favour of freeth 
able to remark that Thomas Paine, f 
dern infidclS) instead of consulting t 
copied the objections to it, from 
that preceded them, which object 
ably answered, over and over ag 
deep learning and great ability ; t 
like other freethinkers, neglected 
few years since. Now I have re 
' -^p.d of having been so e 

— •^hriotianitv. 
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profession : he bein^ of an open, honest- 
1 disposition, incapable of pi*actising any 
About the years 1774 and 1775, he read 
I deal of polemical divinity, and by this 
lost that simplicity and gentleness of dis- 
n so essential to the Christian character, 
n got acquainted with some, who having 
ip one point of Christian doctrine after an- 
had, in the end, become downright infidels, 
acquaintance advised him to read the works 
ubb, Tjrndal, Morgan, Collins, Shaftes- 
Voltaire, Bolingbroke, Hume, Sec. Before 
ad read a quarter part of those books, he, 
t and othei*s, quitted his rdigious conncxi- 
r*or a short time Dick boasted of being' a 
1 Christian, and talked much of Chubb as 
L very sensible, clear writer. After Dick 
d Tyndal, Collins, Morgan, and Shaftes- 
le was then a Christian deist. Before Dick 
»ne through Voltaire's deistical pieces, he 
p Christ entirely, and was a philosophical 
and pitied the poor ignorant Christians for 
\^ themselves to be kept in the dark. But 
ad not quite finished Bolingbroke's philo- 
d works before he was, from a dignified 
pher, sunk down to a reasoning brute. He 
t his immortal, immaterial part in the la- 
s of metaphy sicks. Voltaire's Ignorant 
»pher made Dick a Sceptic ; Helvetius and 
gave the finishing stroke to the picture ; 
ick was then an atheist ! 



acting doubt and uncertainty ; ax on 
t, then doubting of every thing, eve 
existence. Now, there must be tw< 
tahces, matter and spirit, and then t 
ut one, vi^hich must be matter. So 
s quite sure tliat there is one self-exi 

and that he has an immaterial soul 
; then agam he is perplexed and d 
I doubts. 
V^henever I read the following lines, 

me much, being applicable to my 
ly others, as well as to Dick. 

Poor wretch ! he read, and read, and read 

Till his brain turned 

He had unlawful thoughts of many thing 
He never lov*d to pray 
With holy men, nor in a holy place— 
. It is a perilous tale ! 
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LETTER III. 

Sot when no female arts liis miad coidil move^ 
She tum'd to furious hate her impious love. 

SRYDBir'S VIXOIL. 



-kallow'd is the nuptial l>ed» 



?f deeper sanctity than oaths, and guarded 

Sy justice. rOTTS&'S AXSCHYLXf* 

BAR JRlEffDj 

HAVING informed you in the last of the 
lOrdinary revolutions that took place in Dick's 
ments, you will not be much surprised when 
irm you that a great alteration also took places 
s life and conduct. 

Lnew Dick before he made any profession of 
ion, and thought him an honest wcll«^roeaning 
I a facetious, sprightly companion ; his temper 
ably good upon the whole ; if affronted, passi- 
;, but easily pacified, being incapable of bear- 
ny malice to any one. He was grateful for any 
irs or kindness towards him ; open and unsus- 
ng, and friendly, I believe I may add that he 
:apable of the highest degree of friendship* 
•ociable turn of mmd at times drew him into 
ivial parties. 

iibre he turned Methodist and married| lie was 
ted t9 the pleasures of lawless love ; but he 
ed the sex in the kindest manner. After he 
:d Methodist he lived a strict rcligioas lifbt 
vasy I thinky as I before observed) ^crfiecUt 

M 



. .w..Q.vr«« amu iiiiiuc a radical c. 

I heart and life* 

Reading much religious controversy, 

UDg about dociriueS) ha» hurted maiiyr 

They dispute so much and long about i^ 
That even themselyes b«gm to doubt it. 

Whtn Dick's mind was puzzled he ws 
ict, nor so universally attentive to pre; 
istian temper and manners as he had t 
t when he ventured on the writings 
ikers, he was the more easily seduced i 
th and simplicity of the gospel. For so 
T Dick had become^ in his own concei 
)pher ; he talked of the eternal rule o 
fitness of things, of loving virtue me 
c>wn sake, and a great deal to the .^u 
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K^ts of distress ; but he would sometimes spend 
-major part of the night with free-thinking 
•ipanions at a tavern. Two or three years at- 
he commenced moral philosopher, he was not 
; X» resist the chorms of his serraat maid, ai- 
ugh he was possessed of an amiable wife, with 
am, to all appearance^ he lived very happy, and 
3 both loved and esteemed her husband. 



— *— " Last tho' to a radiant MngeX iink'd, 
Win satiate itself in a celestial be4« 
And prey on garlmge." 

*' But • *. itfc nevjer will be moved, 

^* Tho* lewdness court it in the shape of ^ «>en. 
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n novels we often i*ead of men's planninjj deep- 
and taking incrctiible pains in ord:;r :d seduce 
es : in real life even the most ])ro(ligaie part of 

sex do not commonly attack i. joi c that appears 
)e impregnable, nor are they fond of going on 
►rlora hope. Such married women who at all 
es behave themselves as the delicacy of the 
lale character requires, h:.ve seldom complaints 
his nature to make. Catc v.onld not liave his 
e suspected ; no doubt but he had the same 
IS just hinted at. I'he late pious Bishop Wil- 

says, in his 55tb sermon, '*' Let but women so 
ehave themselves, as that the men may think 
lem ehaate ; and they may be confidentf nobodf 
rill attempt them but in an honest way** He 
:s, ^^ But this is the real occasion of so many 
liscarriages v-«peopk discover, either by theit 
ery vain dress, or loekSj or words^ or btbwiloxMCs 



the ties ot Irieodsnip ; yei x na^%i !«.•»« 
3 that iothe Qf his infidel companloi 

hayiB scrupled, for a moment's grat 
ave sacrificed the peace and happines 
*est friends. 

have been more particular in descr 
id Dick!8 infidelity and vice, as in si 
ij in some particulars, described my < 
that of others. 

I amj dear friend, 

Yp 

flOKeBBSaBBl 

LETTER IV. 

It leem'd as though his coascience would 
A momentary paut6» for otie shorf gleam 
Qf hope to visit hU benighted soiil. 
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religion. It was aent to Jack JoUjTi ia 

l799. 

car Jack, 

I uncertain Mrhetber you are dead or alivcf 
orld or in a better ; in a worse you cannot 
ild I meet with Mercury when I iiave fi- 
bis, 1 would transcribe a copy of it and 
>y liiin< directed to Jack Jolly » the philo- 
n the Elysian Fields-— inquire among the 
Dt Bacchus. 

ar as it regards yourself only, I do not 
of much consequence whether you arc 
rnately oppressed, and overwhelmed wllli 
and pain, or making mer;y with yourjo- 
panions over a l)Ottle : now moralizing and 
^ on moral and physical evil ; then find- 
with admin isti^ation ; one^ while bclicvinj;^ 
it first cause, and then assening that the 
has existed from all eternity. In short, 
you are still going on in the old dull round 
e pleasure and much pain ; or, whether 
: quitted this insignificant motley scene» 
lance of losing the happiness and niiaery 
:nce, or of e^^isting in a happier atate of 
But while I live in hopes of the pleasure 
g from you, (although Uut seldom) and of 
eing you by my fireside^ I must confess, 
ii so selfish as to wish you may not have 
start of nftc. I have sent you two letters 
eceivcdfAne from you. If you really are 
of i^ortality, anj should read this, do as<» 
»f it^ and let me know how yoot tTssAto^^ 

b3 



osophen have repeated it after him^ s 

I have believied it ; Hut now I bave m] 

It it. On the other hand, f know not 

;ve that ignorance and error can prone 

; I really am much perplexed. Oni 

18 certain, the breaking dowii of the 

titious dykes has brought on us an ui 

ge of vice and immorality, the effects 01 

lUst own a(e alarming in the highest di 

[ have observed, that for a year or two 

ess has taken place in me tp wards m 

ling authors ; I have seldom any thin} 

them. Those late great favourites ai 

companions of mine arc now neglect 

*ed with dust ; for at times I can scan 

ing them chargeable with some of the 

lis that are now inundating Europe. 
I r. • 
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ff I am DOW grown more indifferent than ever as 
» what others do, how they live) &c. or even as to 
hat they think of me, or my way of life. I know 
lat I am thought to be a strange sort of a fellow, 
I I neither hunt« shoot, drink, nor play at cards. 
read until I am tired. I then walk or work in 
ly g^arden, and in bad weather I cleave wood, Sec. 
»nce a week I dine with Mrs. L.'s father, who, 
[though a lawyer, is a very honest, peaceable gen- 
eman. He is also good to his poor neighbours, 
ad goes to church once a week, except 1 happen 
» be there on Sunday when the service is in the 
flemoon, when I keep him awake by relating all 
le droll adventures that I can recollect. In my 
im I patiently listen to his old stories, allhough I 
ave heard them twenty times before ; long may 
e live in his peaceable and quiet mansion. 

} am, 

£)earJack, 
Your old friend, 
tlvetton^ March \ 0/A, 1799. J•1^I-" 

I hav^ since learned that Jack Jolly's 9rother 
icd about this time, and that Jack survived him 
nly about a year, but his health was so impaired 
s to render him unable to write. What were his 
jring sentiments I have endeavoured to learn, but 
"ithout success ; I fear they were not what I now 
3uUl wish them to be, as I wrote to an old infidel 
elation of his to know what state his mind was in 
hen dying, but I never received any answer. As 
ou will have more particulars relating to Jack, I 
ill now add no more, but that, 

I am, dear friewd, ^'q\w'^ 



OT^D FRIEND, 



,J f,f MEMBER to have read twei 
'•«nced Smt h'^"'^^'"' positive end, 

^'ish hi^^"T„'o''S to r ""'"^''' ' 

"r, a Person „nl ''*' """'"^ ""''««' 

'cose »»rr,- ''"°'''" '° '»™' was ot 

cio.e attention to him every time he 

s-'r SrS r 't^"-'' ^- "^"^ 

^-JrS^^VfSh""'^'^'' *'''''''- 
some'nL? "r '•^'=o"«ction of the abo- 

i..^,. , V.^ '^y » "■a'" of reasonintr bm 
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and others mentioned in my last) I, writh 
tostlC) '* trust that he hath a good conaci' 

, my dear friend, if because I could wish to 
a perfect good humour, like the emperor 
fttus. you think me a mere trifler, and an 
f toiserious thoughts, you never were more 
sen, as no man can think more gravely on 
s subjects than I do at times, and that fre- 
\y ; but then I insist on it, that, a time of 
:8a, when the body is overwhelmed with pain 
^orders, is not a suitable time for repent- 
much less should that important work be 
ed to a death-bjea- Nothing surprises me 
than to hear or read of rational beings, or 
who would be thoug^ht such, talk of making 
[^ace with Heaven on their ^eath-bed. 
i greatest ofifenders against the laws of soci- 
I general shew great Contrition when brought 
gallows ; yet no one is so ignorant a9iM> b^- 
iiat their repentance is of that kind as, were 
ives spared, would prevent them from com- 
ig other daring offences. Kow then can we 
tie that the heart of a villain who has the good 
o escape the gallows, can be totally changed 
, death -bed. 

Ishfrom my soul that our dramatic and novel 
■8 had not given so many deep wounds to 
ity aSf from observation, I have great reason 
ikthey have done by their frequent insinna- 
3f the efficacy of a few days, sometimes a 
3urs repentance qr remorse. Surely, in all 
)roductioD9y every villain and \mmoiraX 0^%.* 



>ncise manner ; and to Christians it mi 
vful : 

Full headlong from the roof the 8lcc|>er f 
And snapped his spinal joint and wak'd h 

PO?E*S o 

1 have often been puzzled to find c 
ase authors of plays and noveh, (some 
e very respectable, aixl deserve the « 

2 communiiyO learned their notions o 
rv. They did not learn them from 
'ss, for in them repentance is made t 

an entire change of heart and life. N 
ioVpteacbes the sunic doctrine. By tl 
the Icunied we find that the viedam o1 
ns, the sacred books of the ancient Bra 
)rals of (Jonfur.itis, all hold forth the ( 
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ispoaitions with them into the other world ; or !n 
ther words, that every man carries tlie seeds of 
ternal happiness or misery in his own mind s so 
liat if we go into the other world with evil pas- 
ions unmortified, they will not only be fur more 
iolem than now, but our percepiiOH of them will 
le pure and unalloyed by any intermixture of en-* 
oymenl. 

Dr, Scott, in the three first chapters of his 
[Christian Life, has pursued the Platonic doctrine 
hroug;h all its consequences ^ It is well worth the 
attention eten of a philosopher. Mr* Boyd has 
;iven us an excellent summary view of the Pia- 
opic doctrine with respect to a future state, at the 
iiid of bis translation of Dante's Inferno : I will 
(ire you a few short extracts. 

" The souls of men, whenever they leave tHc 
x)dy, doubtless associate with spirits like them- 
selves.-'' 

" We cannot sec how spirits act upon each 
)ther, yet there is no doubt but the plagues in- 
licted by spirits upon spirits are as immediate vl^j 
those inflicted by body upon body/' 

<* What woeful society must that be ! where all 
trust and confidence is banished, and every one 
stands upon his guard, tortured with eternal vigi- 
lance of surrounding mischiefs ! when all his em- 
ployment is diabolical fraud. There society is 
Uke the monster 6cylla, whom the poets speak of, 
H^hose inferior parts were a company of doj^s con- 
tinuttU/ snarling and quarrelling amon;r theni- 
iielves, and yet inseparable from each other, as bt- 
b| parts of the same substance*' 
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exercise ot virtue delightful, we si 
ieives under the central force of heavei 
rawn along by the powerful msTgnctis 
and pleasure.*' 
rom every point of view, I think it is 

repentance does not consist in a moi 
>w, but in a change of disposition and 
must confess that I cannot help thinkh 
en would be a strange sort of a place i 
il, knave, and fool were permitted tag 

have, on their death-bed, experien 
ip of conscience. Such wretches a 

made a hell of this world to all co: 
them ; and are they to make a hell of 

Can one conceive a worse hell than i; 
P a perfectly honest man to live ctema 
ue, or a virtuous woman with an old b 

e laU^h Whpn \wf^ w*a,mA ^r *U^ T^j: 
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7f the greatest crimes, on the easy terms of what 
re call repentance ; which, after all, may be fa- 
icious, or at best imperfect ? 

I am, 

Dear Friend, 

Your's. 



LETTER .VI. 

O ye fallen ! 
Fallen from the winj^s of reason and of hope ! 
Erect in stature, prone in appetite ! 
Patrons of pleasure, posting into pain ! 
Trovers of argument, averse to sense ! 
Boasters of liberty, fast bound in chains ! 
«— Fall he mtut who learns from death alone 
The dreadful secret, — That he li%>ca for ever. 

NIGHT THOUGHTS* 
»£&» FRIEND, 

FOU a year or more after I vrote 
iietast of the two preceding letters, I continued 
1 astate of perplexity which increased upon me. 
Ltlai^ I procured some books in defence of divine 
evelation, and soon after some authors on prac- 
ical divinity ; but it was with difficulty that I 
fevaikd on myself to avow the alteration that had 
Y that time taken place in my sentiments. I 
owever, at last, wrote the following letter to 
B. 

" Old Acquaintance, 
I have no right, nor any inclination to upbraid 
>u ; your }>ust conduct, on refiecUow^TcvwuWiVi^s^ 

c 



^.. ►»«*» v*v,v.ttoiuu very gloomy ideas ti 
bion of my mind ; so painful were n 
that I could not call upon you. 1 belies 
pie feel more than I do on seeing an ol 
ion reduced by his own misconduct to 
wretched poverty ; yet painful as those 
were, I had still more distressing thoug 
«rery sad cas^. I, in imagination, saw y 
cd on a wretched bed, groaning Under 
md pains of disease, a ruined constit 
premature old age; and> what is sti 
»and times worse, I pictured your feati 
ed, and your countenance made gha 
excruciating tortures you suffered in y 
3ur spirit, or fortitude, may support i 
ng the infirmities bf^he body, as sic 
)ain ; but a rjounded sfiirit who can bea 
lot finished my melancholy picture. \\ 



'The whirls of pateion, and the strokes of h«ari, 

A deity belie v'd is jny begun ; 

A deity ador'd is joy advanc'd ; 

A deity belov*d is joy matur'd. 

Each branch of piety delight inspires : 

Faith builds abridge from this world to the n^xt. 

O'er death's dark gulph, and all its horrors hides ; 

Praise, the sweet exhalation of our joy, 

That joy exalts and makes it sweeter still ; 

Pray'r ardent opens heaven, and lets down a stream 

Of glory on the consecrated hour 

Of man in Audience with the Deity. 

Who worships'die great God that instant joins. 

Joins the fir^t in heav'n, and sets his foot on hell. 

YOUNG. 

The reason of my troubling you with my gloomy 
loughts on your present situation and state of 
lind is this : I remember between twenty and 
lirty years since, you was made acquainted with 
tiy sceptical state oFmind ; and although I never 
pproved of jrour rudely obtrudin?); your opinions 
a company, or your endeavouring; to turn others 
ut of the good old way ; y^ as perliaps by mj 
xample or remarks, or by lending you books you 
nay have been moi c or less confirmed in antichris- 
ian opinions. I could not rest satisfied until I 
lad informed you that my mind has undergone a 
ery great change ; that I have a thousand times 
eartily repented, tliat the pernicious writings of 
/ittv infidels should ever have made me even 
loubt of the truth of the heart-improving, soul- 
;heering doctrines of Christianity. 

I must also inform you that I have seen the 
Ireadful effects of inlidelity oh others. Some of 
ny most intimate acquaintance, before they were 
nfccted with iniidelity were ex^LTCV^^V^^ ol^v'e.Vi "^^^ 



heir sad way oi inv, ^ 
disorders under which they »ti*.^ 
before they were summoned to gi 
counts. There, profane wit and i 
more. 

Although I have an aversion to 
enthusiasm, yet I would much rati 
to<the poor ignorant enthusiastic 
whom you must well remember, t 
shrewd and witty remarks of my « 
acquaintance, who us^d to set th' 
These clever, sensible, witty fello 
subtile reasoning, had not unde7 
to live like rational beings, but 
practices brought on theipselves 
misery, and shortened their exi^ 
old David Burford's fpar of Goc 
*— 'iv and righteously ; his fait 

— »v>vertv and » 



have been, although we used to laugh at and 
pise him. May we begin to live the life, that 
ast we may die the death of this poor simple 



iver! 



Vmong all your frcethlnking acquaintance did 
t ever know one whose reading, learning, or 
enabled him to live so uprightly and comfortr 
Y in so much poverty and affliction ; or who 
Id, like him, look death steadily in the face with 
nble joy. Young says truly. 

•* A Christian is the highest stile of man/' 

The most learned, the wisest, and best of men 
•e Christians. In reading history and biogra- 
• we learn, that many of the most intelligent 
1, after many years spent in voluminous libra- 

in eager search of science, of knowledge, and 
Jom, have, in the end, thrown aside even the 
it respectable works of ancient and modern 
osophers, moralists, historians, politicians, po- 
&c. and have in their partly-neglected Bible 
id a treasure which every where else they had 
^ht for in vain. The brightest geniusses have 
id ample satisfaction in that book. There is 
sublime and the beautiful ; the most pathetic 
ies, and elegant parables ; the grandest de- 
ptions and the most august ideas of the Deity ; 
most perfect morality ; the greatest motives 
rtue, and the most awful denunciations against 
. In a word, in that book we are taught the 

of holy living ; and by so living we ensure to 

c2 



To this letter I did not receive any a 
June the same year. It is time to con 

lam) 

Dear Frien 



LETTER VII. 



Whenlate there is less time to play the 
Soon our whole Unit for wisdom is expi 
(Thou know'st sl^e calls no council in t\ 
And everlasting fool is writ in Jtre, 
Or real wisdom wafts us to the skies. 



XAR FRIEND) 

BY J. B.'s letter to me 



37: 

i" 

delimofiB still to b elieve a licy for not obeying the got* 
pel of Christ, I am also hiippy to learn that you 
have a better convi ction than that which only brings 
with it z. fearful lo' dicing for of judgment and fiery 
tnd&gnation^ which is ready to be figured forth on 
the adversaries of Christ, May Ooii, wiio is so rich 
in mercy, establish \hoth you and me in th** truth, as 
it 19 in Christ J and i'*t every good word and ivorJcy 
that w;e may not be in the number of those i/iat 
dravf back unto ficrdition^ but of those that believe 
to the saving ofth«' soul. 

Tire life of Chrh^t may well fill you with admi- 
ration and devotion r I was, even when an infidel, 
struck dumb and confounded whenever, for a few 
moments, I seriously reflected on his wonderful 
character. We ha\ "e not only been wickeci, but 
also astonishingly stu'pid in professing to disbe- 
lieve miracles^ when a»t the same time we were o- 
blrged to believe the gi 'eatest of miracles : That 
the son of a poor obscUrt * carpenter, broiipjhl up in 
a very ignorant, scandal ous village, could s/ieak 
M» never man sfiake^ and h've among the dregs of 
s&nkind like a God X 



•In his blessed ^i^e, 



We see the path, and in his death the price, 
And in his great ascent, (he V'^o^ supreme 
Of immortality.- ■ 

DR. YOUNG. 

• You say that you have but o. '^ii book of your 
«vn, which is the New-Testamen t. In possess- 
in? that you have the best book ii ^ the woi i<i ; a 
book which angels could nc^t have composed; a 
book, which the primitive Christia.ns esttemed 
"aorethan their lives ; rathc^r Wvau ?»\>ff^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 



** And found no end in wor tiering maze! 

But in those sacred pages life and in 
brought to light ; a iilorious prospec 
I to us beyond the grave, where clouds 
;ss are no more. 

I am glad you have friends who will 
enty of books. Y^s, he nrnst be stup: 
horn even a little knowledge in astron 
)t fill with devotion. 
But even among the stars do not forget } 
estament; that, by the bjlessingof God,i 
)u wise unto salvation i and should tha 
c case with you, perhaps you may be 
all eternity in contemplating infinite w 
>odness among those stupendous woi 
'^dXvicomfirehciisible CREATOR of tl 
erable worlds. 



•llowing, thef will help to establish you in the 
of the truth of Divine Revelation :— Paley'u 
oces of Christianity ; Bishop Watson's A- 
y for the Bible, in Letters to Thomas Paine ; 
►p Porteus' Compendium of the Evidences of 
tianity ; Addison's Evidences of the Chris- 
leligion ; Madame Genlis' Religion the only 
of Happiness ai>d true Philosophy, inwhich 
Principles of the jnodem pretended Philoso- 
are laid open and refuted, 2 vols. Butler's 
e Analogy ; Bentley against Collins ; Bent* 
Sermons on the folly of Atheism ; Jenkin's 
tnableness and Certainty of the Christian re* 
I, 2 vols. I have lately read the whole cf 
works with greajt satisfaction. It you are 
>f real philosophy ^d astronomy, you will be 
f pleased with Bentley's Sermons on the fol- 
V.tnei8m. Paley's is an extraordinary good 
Butler's Analogy is a very great work, 
ti's is the most copious and the best work I 
•ead in defence of divine revelation. It treats 
lear manner of the necessity pfa divine reve- 
, antiquity of the scriptures, God's dispensa- 
under the Patriarchs, Moses^ Judgesi Kipgs^ 
hrist ; the wisdom and goodness of God is 
lently displayed in the manner pf the pro- 
ation and pre servation of the scriptuies ; va- 
^difficulties are cleared and objections an- 
d. The author has, through the whole, dis- 
sd great depth of thought, a thorough know- 
of the history of the four great monarchies 
oned in the 01 d Testament, and of other an- 
nations ; whic h he has brought forward in 
matjon of the t ruth of divine reNt\^>Aotv» \^ 
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een acquainted with it, we never sh< 
een sq seduced, perverted and impose 
hallow pretenders to sense and learnin 
still a bookseller, I would immediately 
. very large impression, sell them chea] 
»erse them through every, part of the w 
vbvk has gone through various edition 
)ecn^^i;:^atly enlarged and improved sin 
irst puWrviied. Before I conclude, I '' 
)usly advise you not to read any contn 
)oints of doctrine or articles of faith ; \ 
iolutely necessary to be known is plainl 



^* Not deeply to discern, or much to >now, 
*• Mankind were born to wojjnEn and 



The more you read the Ncw-Ttst 
more you will enter into, and partake o 
uf it ; and your love for it will increase 
don. Read also as much praciical divi 
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tn ail the magnanimity of thouglir 

Resolves ; and re-resolves ; then dies the same* 

NICUT THOUGHTS. 

Neither you nor I coiisidered that we were vcr; 
great fools until we were more than fifty. Thi 
last line has been verified in thousands. God gran 
^mt it may not prove true of us alsb. 

I ani) 

Old Acquaintance, 
Vour*s, 
yAlveston^ Jtdy 2S, 1803. J. L.' 

You see, dear friend, the melancholy effects o: 
infidelity even in this life ; to what poverty, shame 
and disgrace have thousands of its votaries beer 
reduced. The conversion of this poor creature 
should also encourage us to use what abilities w( 
Inay possess, however small they may be, in ordei 
to reclaim others. We should put proper books 
into their hands, and never be tired or discourag- 
"ed. Small causes have often produced great ef 
fects. I have been just reading of an atheist whc 
was converted by one word. The story is related 
by Madame de Genlis in her " Religion consider- 
ed as tlie only basis of Happiness and of true Phi- 
losophy," vol. i. p. 76. I will transcribe the pas- 
sage: 

She says, ** Others after having doubted ail 
•* their lives, change in a moment their sentimentiS 
•* and dispositions. I knew a man of great sense 
•* and very high character, whose conversion was 
'* brought about by a single word. He was yet in 
^ the age of the passions ; he had never possessed 



.w ••MTV AtClU 

'* at least ; and after having given him 
^' kis sentiments and opinions, he iron 
'< cdy that, according to every appea 
< should never be converted. Ah, excL 
' ecclesiastic, who, till then, had beei 
( you could but hope ! — He said no mo 
' up ai>d went out. But these words mi 
impression upon the heart of the at 
had no difficulty to comprehend their 
meaning ; he felt himself moved and 
a croud of new reflections presented ih 
to his mind ; he longed to see and 
again with the man who had produce 
so strange a revolution. The next da] 
went in search of him ; he opened to 
heart, asked his advice, hearkened to 1 
attention, with eagerness ; and from tha 
renounced for ever the voi^ — » • 



%o 



LETTER VIII. 

v*d associates of iinclosded hours, 
m I Tcmember still, where are ye now I 
ivhither tost by life's unfriendly waves ! 
aps oi\ earth we never more may meet. 

COURTIER, 
FRIEND^ 

THE two pi-eceding letters were address- 
p. D. and by hiin conveyed to J. B. in the 
ise in T— n. When I was an appreu- 
r. D. came to work in the same shop as a 
nan, and two or three years after tlie 
my master he married my mistress, to 
c made an excellent husband ; he buried 
or three years since. While he Mas a 
maiH I advised him to go and hear the 
ist preachers ; he did so ; and for more 
rty years has been an upright, friendly 
s man. 

[r. D. is a very old acquaintance of mjnc, 
» of J. 15. I requested him to read my first 
' i. B. as he was ill. The reading of it 
m much pleasure, as he found that 1 had 
nibraccd that religion which 1 had so long 
ved ; and he wrote a letter to congratulate 
the occasion, I will give you my answer 
.)/s letter. 

f;iH, 

I ])erhap«i may have remarked, that wl.cn 
isit T— :n, I also ahvavs visit the fields by 
: «f the river, and other pUcc^\nVv^\^^n '^^^ 

13 



** On this side and on that we see our fr 
Drop off like leaves in autumn.** 

Others of theiii have lost every pio 
aous sentiment : so that I cannot visi 
elightful haunts without finding that n 
ecollections are tinctured with melanc 



Gracious God ! 



How wonderful a compound, mixture s 
Incongruous, inconsistent, is frail man. 

As every field where I used to cor 
tny old acquaintance aflbrds me delig 
^'ou will believe me when I assure yoi 
2^reat pleasure in steing or everi hcarii 
one of them who have preserved a fi 
ence. I was the more pleased with 
dated Jan. 17, 1803, as from it I ItJ 
had lone: since forgot,) that it was at 
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temptation of the devil ar.c! a sinful world, and 
c, as an earnest of heaven, alUiincd that peace 
mind which worlds cannot purchase, and no-. 
ig but a relapse into sin can destroy ; if through 
m you attained that wclUgrounded hope which 
1 kept you steady in all the storms of this tem- 
tuous state of things, where, at times, you can 
2nd your prospect to future scenes where all is 
n and sunshine, I do not wonder that you 
uld wish to live and die in their connection. I 
c I shall ever love and honour such of your 
imunity as by their lives and examples shew 
: they are Christians indeed. 
[ave you not remarked that those who have re-r 
ned the most steady, have in general been 
h as were most free from Enthusiasm and fana- 
,m. ? I wish those who think thut they now 
id firm may take heed lest they fall. Shall I 
you that most of the free-thinkers of my ac- 
intance were once professors of religion, who 
contracted a habit for disputation. It has 
n happened that men have dii^puted .so long 
It points of doctrine, that they have foigot the 
cipal part of reli^yiion. We read of some of 
who held the truth in unrip i.tecusness, who 
considered as in the direct road to delusion, 
lively soon to believe in lies. Indeed it ap • 
•s to me, that it is of little consequence what a 
I believes, if he neglects his duty towards Cod 
man. 

think the followin?:^' passage, wliich gave 

isrs. Hill and Co. so much ofllnce, and was the 

occasion of the controvci sy between them anci 



trust in iv/iat was done in one moment f 
? are every h^ur and moment /ileastng or 
0* to God according to our worka^ accordi 
ward temfirrs and outtoard hehtcviour*^ 
But to return, as I had no intention t( 
this rate. I meant to observe, that s 
ing according to the mild precepts of th 
the only way of living happily in this 
t, we are such poor purblind mortals as 
extin;2^ish the sun and walk by a taj 
it grow tired of the necessary restraint 
: religion of Christ enforces, and think 
us precepts hard sayings : in this state k 
•ing already lost part of the disposit 
ipcr of Christianity, we grow more re 
)lic worship and pri\ate devotion, in ol 
sabbath, ^c. then conscience upbra 
kes us unhappy ; and if in thi«j •itnt^ » 



isented as not attending lo the frailties and 
s of mortals ; or perhaps he finds virtue and 
represented as qualities capable of arbitrary 
itions, revealed religion as mere priestcraft, 
X. In such authors, specious arguments are 
:ed, often good reasoning from wrong propo- 
,s, ancj truth and falsehood are so artfully 
.ed together, that in the end he is prevailed 
to give up his Christianity, and by degrees 
Dnscience is quite laid asleep, 
my next I will give yo^ a f\ivther account of 
rpgEess in infidelity. 

I am, 
Sir, vQur's, Sec. 



eston, Feb. 8, 1803. 



J, L.^* 



LETTER IX. 

n belHsh banquets, and obscene delightfi, 
^he curst assembly here consume the nights. 

£. ROWE. 



But if there'* an hereafter ; 



Lnd that there is conscience tells ev'ry man ; 
^ben must it be an a^rful thing to die. 

BLAIR. 
AR FRIEND, 

I WILL now transcribe my second letter 
\ D. I know not well how to make it shorter. 

2)3 



, . 4,wi*v.ii-ncs, otc. xjut Having givei 

tianity, he soon grows tired of his n 
quaintance, as he does not like their ( 
and serious arguments to convince hin 
ror. Having got rid of his pious acqua 
ooks out for sqme of those who, like h 
)ccome philosophers. With those 1 
akes " a philosophical v^alk," or " cu 
Vs their acquaintance increases, they di 
ther*s house. When this young free: 
liought to be pretty well confirmed in hi 
3 Christianity, he is invited to dine or ^ 
arty of those philosophers at a tavern. 
r three first times he goes home earl 
ood order. In those convivial parties 
lany stories agaiubt parsons, and many i 
pon religion, under the name of sup 
> that, bv decrees, he becomes more ] 



•ning, whei*e they are sometimes picked 
e prostitutes, and enticed into brotbels, 
ence they carry home to their wives those 
le diseases which often contaminate tl^e 
several generationsj and for which their 
Idr^n will perhaps execrate their me- 

. manner many soop learn to spend most 
nights ; their days arc mostly consum- 
leep ; their business is lost ; their for^ 
u out, and their constitution totally iniin- 
ne of them are carried off by sudden 
others linger out a few years in great mi- 
iJhen die in a horrid state of doubt and 
pprehension. And not a few of tnode 
lers have, by their principles and conduct 
themselves into such an unhappy state of 
not to be able to endure existence, but 

t reeking from self- slaughter, in a rage, 
ih'd into the presence of their judge ; 
if they challeng'd hini to dp his worst." 

igh those imaginary philosophers see 
ipanions drop off one after another, they 
* from taking warning that they do all they 
rden one another, by urging every argu- 
y can think of against the immortality of 
a future stale, and even against the very 
I God ! 

I fill volumes* were I to be particular, in 
gthe beginning and progress ofhifidelity 
lose whom I have known since I first com- 
jookscUer, as many of them came often to 
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consolatipn to see that several of our I 
other sensible, learned clergymen ; art 
Able dissenting ministers, have publish 
con fixations of the works of infidels, 
have also taken other wise and pious i 
stop, as much as possible, the progrei 
ty i and every man that has any regi 
gion or morality, should put a hand 
■work. Those who can afford to do it 
phase such tracts against infidel prin* 
published at a low price, and disper: 
jnucU a» possible wherever they are 
good. That cheap editions of all su 
iire favourable to Christianity are nt 
with is much to be regretted, i^ete 
works might be decently printed, anc 
ded, for one quarter their present p 
pwing to theii* extravagant dearness th: 
»ol(J. Had they been published at lov 
pf thousands more would have been di 
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leap IrucU on practical divinity, together 
ap bibles, andtcstamenis. I have remarked, 
ly persons who would not be at the ex- 
• trouble of purchasing books, will either 
mselves or make their children read to 
hen books are put into their hands, 
lalural to add, that those who can do no«- 
je for the cause of God, should shew, -by 
)d examples, the influence of religion upon 
i and conversation : this has often produ- 
itefFccts upon scoffers. On the other hand, 
ifidels see that such as call themselves 
ns can neglect the public worship of God, 
e sabbath, be covetous or prodigal, proud 
rbearing, or mean and undermining, drunk- 
gluttons, defrauders and cheats, backbiitrrs 
nderers, swearers, liars, &c. they arc rra- 
inclu<Je that such persons do not bei*ovt in 
fjudgmcnt, when every one shall l)e dealt 
:ording to tjie deeds done in tiic body, 
late pious Bishop Home, in one of his Ecr- 
ivs, " some men considered as Christians, 
1 in the conc<jms of a better world, and a 
their conduct, is really sufficient to make a 
J unbehever conclude, that nine parts in 
lem either believe no more than himself, or 
tatute of lunacy should be forthwith taken 
insttheni." 

iw that freethinkers will divert and harden 
Lher with accounts of the bad practices of 
pretend to believe in Christ : so that such 
hemselves Christians, and at the same time 
le opyL*n breach of God's Ia\\s, arc aUtiv^\\\- 



I will defer the remainder of what I 
T. D. until my next. 

I am, 

Dear Friend, 



LETTER X. 

Wildly-wavering, rolls the dubious mind 
From thought to thought, uncertain \vher< 
l^houid end — 

Convinc'd by truth, the enlightenad mint 
Suspends its full assent. — 

ogilvie's provjd 
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rs I have not even loved ihe «ightoflhai 
• private library where t! e hooks siaml 
need nieiVom ihe simpiicity of the gos- 
iv ha^ c been to me TJlll o* the Wi:/:* ; 
:: followed them through bog and cjtiag- 
ir? and thorns, until my poor bcnip<hted 
!ered mind was lost in such a labyrintHf 
s next to impossible for me ever tolind 
ut. As I suppose you will be glad to 
so great a deliverance was effected, I 
r'ou a sliort account of it. 
islanding the bad lives of some infidels of 
intance, as I continued to retain a regard 
', honour and honesty, myself ; and as a 
inkers are studious, and, to appearahcct 
ractcrs^ professing to believe in natural* 
/bile, on the other hand, I have remark* 
Tie were guilty of gross enormities, whd 
icd to believe the bible to be the word of 
)r a long time, thought that infidels were 
J be governed by virtuous principles a» 
were ; the vicioiis lives of some preteu- 
ristinniiy in some measure tended to con- 
^ this erroneous conclusion. I was still 
irni«;d in lUh opinion by the plausible 
in sci:nc infidel writers, who, as you 
I much about moral rectitude, the eter- 
' rip;ht, inoral obligation, moral sense. 
Lord Shaflesbuty goes very far on this 
: asserts that vice as mtjchjiisordcrs the 
scase docs the body ; which, no doubt» 
Ic \% also rii^'ht in asserting, that virtue 
wU'Jly, and vice moral def^rmitv, ^ 



ana mat persons influenced by sucU i 
endeavouring to overreach the Deity, 
smg eternal happiness with a short lif( 
He insinuates that the old saints, who 
to the recompence of rewaid, wei^ ci 
pie, ami only good from the fear of 1 
hope of heaven. How inu;:h is this 1 
vil's objection ? Job does not serve Go<i 
In another place his Lordship asserts t 
no more rectitude, piety, or sanctity ii 
thus reformed, than there is uieeknt 
tienessin a tyger strongly chained, oi 
and sobriety in a monkey under tjbed 
the whip. 

If the rewards proposed to Christian 
like those promised by Maliomet to hii 
sensual and voluptuous 3 his Lordship i 
had some reason to ohiVrf f^ ♦u. i- i 
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assembly of holy and happy souls, and 
nost excellent part of God's creation, 
)m they shall cultivate an eternal friend- 
harmony ; and, which is chiefly to be 
cd, when they shall be admitted to the 
ite presence of the Deity, and bhall be 
ned as far as they are capable of it, into 
.e likeness. Such is the happiness the 
i^iteth before us, and which furnisheth a 
itted to work upon the worthiest minds, 
beini; aiiimated with the hopes of such 
i batli nothing mean or mercenary in 
ther is an argument of a great and noble 

e fear of punishment, his Lordship, al- 
onsistently with what he in other places 
I vol. ii. page 273 of his Characteristics,) 
although fear allowed to be ever so low 
" yet, rcUgio7i being a discijUincy and 
i of the soul towards perfection, the mo- 
le reward and punishment is primary, 
le highest moment with us ; till bting 
:>f more sublime mstiucdons, we arclet 
s servile state, to the glorious service of 
and love '* 

be also remarked, -that after a wicked 
:tn roused by the terrors of the Lord, if 
d to obey the good motions of the Spi- 
L*n i^ivt'it him a clean hearty and rencT.n a 
■ within him. He then begins to love 
fears lo oftcnd him, fears to be separated 
and hiii people for ever. The fear of 

a 



. Thou art my all ! 

My strength in age ! my rise in low esta 
My soul's ambition, pleasure, wealth !— 
My light in darkness 1 and my life in dc 
My boast thro' time, bliss thro' eternity.. 

But to return. Although I imbibed 
ship's refined notions of virtue, and 
years, at times, talked much in his ] 
strain, I found those notions insufficie 
serve me from falling into some vicioi; 
Nothing but the belief of the gospel coi 
me entirely to renounce the vices and 
:he world, and to live godly^ ri^hteousi 
'^crly in so ungodly and dissipated an a 
notivcs held out by other systems are ii 
o restrain the passions and evil prop( 
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bad great influence on the morals of mankind 
and in that point of view must be very vahuiblc n 
aocietf ; and this brought on moit; serious rcllec 
tions. 

I have for many years taken in several of th< 
Reviews of new publicalions. wlilr.'p an puMi h 
cd monthly) and I nov/ begin to re.axl sonv* cif th( 
extracts which \.ht Reviewers make iVoiQi sv ruion; 
and other books in divinity. Jn ll«ose exir n:ts ] 
frequently found weighty arguniciMs in fuvdu.' o 
Christianity. About a year past in this v. i;.\ <hjr 
inji; which time I was rather Iii a coitf«-Ns sus 
pcnse, aiiydyct I was more aUcntivtr to r.iy v-ml: 
and actions ; and by degrees I begun ii» it lisii di 
vine subjects, and found tliat they cUvaici tht 
mind and filled the soul witli sublime idea^^. 1 iiov 
began to read a little in the Bibli*, and tn-ik ^wtk 
pleasui*e in it ; and I became more :ii.d u » ;- s-; 
rious and thoughtful. I had nc«i"ly y.'\\ Ji< .« ;. •:.•• 
cond volume of my life, wliich I inicii-' ' .-v n 
to publish. I now read it over a;;:'.in, i»n •. r; •;) 
ped out and put in again and again, :is T t!.):i il 
that I had treated serious subit;rts wiMj " •• ujik h 
levltv ; but after all the' altcraiicii* I v;.- i o- sii- 
tisfied that hi writing ai^Ji:<l funaticisju i'i.«! •-!i< 
thusiasm, I had not f>uid \vi>at iiiivhl I.k'-. ve*'iic 
weak christians, or v.hiit mi'^ht be by f-'et-'Mr'- . /s 
brought against chnstiiunly. I v lx i:'»u ,n ,f. 
afraid, lest b}' ridiculing and laii,j;l''i!:.. at cutiju'. 
asm and fanaticism, I should no* ••: :v \w\\\\b sm.ic 
out of ihcir enthusiasm, but of li-.ir it.!li';i .. : ai u, 
For thesvf, and other rea;>ons of the suuii; luJusc, 
) thought it best not to publish it, by M'hlch 1 have 



oemj^s J ever saw. 

Her reason for bein^ so was, " becai 
ways thought she ought to be as goc 
could." She, like some other ladies, h 
well, and very well understood the art o 
elegantly, but had not the least knowled 
igion beyond that of being as good as s 
ind by the bye it M'ere to be wished that 
:ven knew as much as that. As to 
hurch, or private devotion, she could n 
>'hat use it could be to lier. As she "\i 
othuig, she did not know what she sh« 
)r ; she had never done any person an 
l)e had never slandered, backbited, or 
iy person, nor did she know that she cc 
ly other sin, and so she had no need of 
•r pardon. 
In this slate of affairs I sent to my late 
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lething more in religion. They also made me 
re in love with Christianity. I also sent for 
hop Watson's Apology for the Bible, Sec. in 
ters to T. Paine ; Bishop Porteus's Compen- 
m of the Evidences of Christianity, Biitkr's 
'inc Analop;y, Palcy's Evidences of Christi- 
:y, Pilgrim's Good Intent, Pa^cul's Tiiouj^hts, 
iison's Evidences of Christianity, Conibcare 
Revealed Religion, Madame de Genii s's Tvtli- 
a the only Basis of Happiness and sunnd l^Jii- 
iphy, with Obsei vfltioiis on pretended modem 
losophers, 2 vols. Jenkins's Reasonableneis 
Certainty of Christianity, and several others 
he same tendency. Tiiose excellent defences 
■evcaled religion I read through, during which 
d many struggles ; in the beginning I some- 
BS cried out in the words of Thonias, " Eord 
lievc, help thou my unbelief:** before I had 
1 out those defences, I was not only almost, but 
gethcr persuaded to be a christian. And I 
e that I shall always endeavour to live as l)e- 
kcth the gospel of Clnist ; and, at times, I 
an humble confidence that Ciod has, or will. 
Ion all my past sins for the sake of Chrivit, and 
lis grace enable me to persevere in well do- 
to the end of this transitory life, and then 
lit me into that state where the wonders of his 
:c, and the mysteries of his providence shall 
lore clearly understood, 
meant to inform you, that besides those books 
ady mentioned, I sent for Bishop Home's 
nons, 4 vols. Carr's Sermons, Blair's Ser- 
is, 5 vols. Scott's Christian Life) 5 vols, seve- 

B 3 



"^rVn the coarse of the week -, at last 
^asead every day, and vevy often pj 
iras ica . ''j-.vimtv, as Mrs. L. sai 

htve read more hooks on d.vm.ty 

other s^^J^*^' • f fo ""oint; to church 
portant reasons lor goiuj, 

^*^" I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c 

^/vfsfon, Feb. 20th, 1803. 

1 have now Riven the whole of wl 
Mr. D. and will add no more, but th, 
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LETTER XI. 



■Brief time 



'ances quick in tread ; fevr hours and dark 
lain : those hours in frivolous employ 
stc not impertinipBt ; they ne'er return '• 
deem it dulness to stand s'ill and pause 
en dread Eternity hath clains so high. 

• r>n. DODD. 

L FRIEND, 

THE following letters were sent to Tom 
btless, an infidel, whose vices brought ruin 
self, and also on his family. 

•m ■ 

5ir, 

• so many years, you will perhaps be sur- 
to see my bad hand-writing again. — A 
me since, I found among my books a thin 
SS.in tuming it over, 1 found copies of lel- 
lich passed between you and me in the 
777 and 1778 : I read them owr v.ith 
:onccm, as I found in some of mine to \tm 
ndeavourcd to weaken your belief in the 
iuthority of the Scriptures, and some of 
tsscd doctrines which they contain. My 
dge is very circumscribed now, but at that 
was much more so, as I was but very lit tic 
;tcd with men, and ]ei\s with books, so that 
ot surprising t!iat 1 should not be ab'd 
iL the; sophistical argum';nts, ;.iid < -i.c! 
•is of C!hubb, Tynci.ik Morgan, Coliii!*:* 
inrry, Voltaire, &c. Nor was it possible 
should be :\ble to detect the misreprescnta- 



able confutations that had been publishei 
poiic their folly and wickedness ; and as I 
ly ever attended any place of di\ine wot 
was scarcely possible for me, under these i 
stances, to return to the path of truth. M] 
rt'as also rendered more difiicult by my coi 
ife, for I fell into some of the vices and f« 
he af^e, and vice never fails to drive us 
Vom truth ;intl Clod.— If one who indulge 
t'U* in sinful practices should, like Pila 
kVhat is truth f he does not M'ait for an i 
Kit dissolves the court of Conscience. 

Durini>; those vears I was also, as vou 
i\\iL-n up with the concerns of a very larg 
ess ; and, I am sorry to atld, the p^reat 
nU I derived from that bu*iness, rather 
J drive from my thout^hts those importa 
f.*rns wllh which they should, more op U 
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been SCI it into the world by inndels. 1 
; read poetry, plays, novels, voyages, tra- 
)ry, &c. Sec. 

as not infatuated by the love of riches, 
cur, it was with pleasure I first took 
Into my very profitable trade, on ^try 
is to thcni, and soon after that dispensed 
ole concern. It is now near cip:ht years 
rst retired to this place, nor have 1 oj^n 
n since. I retained a share of my busi- 
ibout two years and an half after I came 
I then made over the whole to my cou- 

George Lackin/ton: and those s^entle- 

were my partnt is before. 
. retreat, I pursued the same course of 
jntil I was roused from my ccireless state 

by observirj;' the dreadful eficcts which 
2eded the spreading of nifidelity. The 
iflected, the more was I filled with horror 
loral depravity that I saw increasir,g 
.1 ranks. From those reflections I was 

to conclude, that the works which had 

such baleful effects, must be fatally 
By degrees I laid my freetliinking books 
d begun once more to study my Bible. 

me in tliat study I sent for several learn - 
ble commentaries on the scriptures, and 
oany other books in divinity, including 
mswers that had been made to writers on 
>f infidelity ; so that I am now 'convinced 
sophistry, misrepresentations, unfair 
is, and other vile arts with which tbfiy 
ound. 



read them with proper attention, to he 
convinced of the truth of Christianity, 
a melancholy truth, that vice greatly ten 
pify the mind, and often makes us blind 
tniths ; the late pious Bishop Hor 
*' Midnight overwhelmeth not the earl 
" grosser darkness, than that which ia 
" duced upon the heart of man, when it < 
" from God, and is turned away frani ii 
*' He that followcth not Christ walketl 
'' ncss,' because the light of life shincth : 
^ upon his tabernacle I" 

I have for some years been acquaintec 
history of Greece^ and with the varioua 
of tlie Grecian philosophers, yet the 
pleasing form in which it is dressed up 
I'.clemy's Travels of Anacharsis, indue 
re Ad it again lately, and by reading it I 



lallow, superficial, pretended phiioso- 
Dur day, atiect to disbelieve the Chris- 
ineSk Many of the philosophers, and 
at men of Greece and Rome, who lived 
le of the apostles and their immediate 
s, "Who had every opportunity of inqui r- 
tie truth of 'what they asserted conccm- 
st, his miracles, death, resurrection, 
, his sending down the Holy Spirit, mi- 
g;ifts, &c. Those philosophers, states- 
iliers, See. vrere so thoroughly convinced 
ith of what the apostles and followers of 
serted, and of the doctrines they taught, 
openly professed themselves to be chris- 
hough they well knew that by so doing 
lid be deprived pf their riches, pomp and 
; they gladly embraced a life of pover- 
iny, and suffering ; and at last shed their 
he glorious cause. 

coTching fire, the racking vrhcel, 
courging rod, and bloody steel ; 
:h ruthless instrument of pain 
Tyranny could e'er devise, 
hellish foes inflict, -were vain, 
ake the courage of the skies ! 
hopes no earthly terrors could subdue ; 
immate happiness appear*d in view. 

COURTIER. 

eethinkers reject the miracles wrought 
; and his followers, and yet they would 
believe far greater miracles ; as they 
:rsuade us, that a poor carpenter's son, 
jooks, or even a place to li«y 1.1s l.cad. 



heir former prejudices and religious n 
uld quil all iheir friends and acquaintalK 
brace a life of poverty, endure unspe 
dships, submit to the greatest suffering 
sonnicuis, and the most painful deatiis. i 
■» to propagate (according to infidels) whi 
(St know to be a falsehood. 
So that infidels who charge Christians -w 
; credulous, are far more so themselve 
mg in reality the most credulous beings 
)rld. Moreover, infidels know that not ; 
i of divisible matter can perish, yet woi 
^ve us believe that the soul, which is s] 
imaterial, indivisible, and immortal, car 
hilated. 

There is yet a r^reater absurdity whi- 

ould have us believe, viz. that millions o 

" '^ T^inro without a cause, or tha^ 
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»ce ; some, who before they commenced 
kers, were upright, honest, industrious 
d as such were prosperous in their vari- 
i of business ; on turning freethinkers be- 
lavcs and cheats, debauchees, 8cc. Seve- 
lese you well know ; their vile conduct 
ire 11 known to you, nor are you ignorant 
lin that they brought on themselves and 
. I think you also knew A. B. and his 
; they, it is true, retained their honest 
is ; but they learned ver>' bad habits, took 
n.«: and debauchery, which brought on A. 
Iful disorders ; he lived some years in a 
!e state, and died about three years since. 
ther died a year before him. You also 
at D. C. turned freethinker near thirty 
n^, shut up his shop, left his wife and 
to the puvish, or to the wide world, sunk 
iiong the dref^s of society in London, and 
enty years since was turned out of the 
)sp!tal incurable; when I was in T — n last 
? was in the poor-house in a miserable 
body, and, no doubt, of mind also. J. D. 
with othei" jovial companions, perhaps 
en you was in London, saw, died soon 
t time. T. A. ran ofi*, and left five poor 
;/^irls with child by him. I have never 
ird of liim. I have not time to give you 
jf others. 

horrid cfTects the principles of frectliink- 

had on yourself, your wife, and brother, 

ou to reflect on ; I must just remark, that 

\ our brother might now have been ^cur 

r 
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uubel evers h^e ^^^^ 

inboth ^^^^^ extremely ^r 
^'«*^u.^n themselves, and 

■ \ Mveston. Feb. 25, nO^ 

KSnlev, but a/re- 
t!f.tUetherforinanyy 
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LETTER XIL 

r, • • • 

The Libertine hiii foWy shall lament, 
His liUnd extravagance that made him sell 
Unfading bliss, and everlasting crowns, 
Immortal transports, and celestial feasts, 
For the short pleasure of a sordid sin» 
For one fleet moment's despicable joy. 
Too late, all lost, for ever lost, 
Gives to his soul perpetual wounds. 

Z* ROWE. 

Ob, Conscience, into whtlt abyss of fears 
And horrors hast thou driven me ; out of which 
I find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd. 

MILTON. 
DEAR FRIEND) 

I WILL noi^ transcribe a copy of my S€ 
^ond letter to Tom Thoughtless. 

" Sirj 
I know not of any sight so shocking as that c 
a poor setf-cotidemned infidel on a sick bed. Whil 
he suffers the most acute bodily pain, he has n 
cordial to cheer his dtooping spirits. No I hi 
mind labours under the most gloomy appreher 
sions I Those joyous comJ)anions with whom h 
used to dissipate his time and substance, are s 
far from giving him any comfort, that the sight c 
any of them adds to his misery ; he is ready t 
curse them in the bittemess of his soul, for ha\ 
ing been instrumental in perverting him. Th 
weaker. his body grows, the more strong does h 
find that reasoning faculty within him, and whicj 
he fancied would die v/ith the bod^ . ^«^ '^'^'^ 
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ief ; but he is too laic cuiiviii^«.u 
lever cease to exist. Yoiing says, 

Men may live fools, but fools they c: 

While in health, and high spirits, • 
ical companions about him, he coul 
igion, and at hell, and even pass his 
iwfiil Majesty of heaven and earth 
existence in question : could rep 
is a fanatic, a lunatic, or as a dow 
tor. This shocking delusion is now 
finds that the eyes and hand of ( 
Kim, and that he must soon be drag 
ful tribunal : Now he would give ' 
an interest in that divine Intercess 
has so often laughed at and despis 
spair now seizes his mind, not a n 
pierce through the gloomy horror 
pray he cannot, nor has he a wish 
hell is already begun, and he dre 
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But shrieks in vain ! — How wishfully she looks 
On all she's Icsiving, now no lenger her's ! 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
Oh might she stay, to wash away her stains 
And fit her for her passage ! — Mournful sight ! 
Her very eves weep blood ;— and every groan 
She heaves is big with horror.— But the foe, 
J-ike a staunch murd'rer, steady to his purpose, 
Pursues her close through every lane of life. 
Nor misses once the track, but presses on ; 
Till forc'd at last to the tremendous verge, 
At once she sinks to everlasting rwin ! 

I did not intend to quote so much, yet T cannc 
help transcribing the following narration from D 
Young's Centaur not Fabulous. 

* I am about to represent to you the last houi 

* of a person of high birth, and great parts. 

^ The death-bed of a profligate is next in horr( 

* to that abyss to which it leads. And he that h: 

* seen it, has more \\\:m faith to confirm him in h 

* creed. I see it now, For who can forget it ?- 

* Are there no flames and furies ? — You know no 

* then, what a guilty heart can feel. How dism; 

* it is ? The two great enemies of soul and bod; 
< Sickness and Sin sink and confound his friend 

* silence and darken the shocking scene. Sicknci 

* excludes the light of heaven ; and sin itsblcssc 

* hope. Qh ! double darkness, 

' See, how he lies, a sad deserted outcast, on 

* narrow isthmus, between time and eternity ! F( 
' he is scarce alive. Lashed and ovenvhelmed c 

* one siuj. by the sense of sin ; on the other, b 
' the dr:*ad of punishment I Beyond the reach < 
' -Hiinan h^ip, and in despair of divine I 



- me Doit that strikes him dead. 
' wretched wreck of man on the shore . 
' and the next breath he draws blows hi 
* ruin. 

* The greatest proflij^ate is, at least, 
tary saint, at such a sight ; for this is i 
•plucks off the mask of folly, strips ; 
gay disguise, which glittered in the f 
of this world's mummery, and make 1 
to be folly, to the greatest fool, 
Ms not the death-bed of a profligate 
natural and powerful antidote for the 
his example \ Heals not the bruised sc 
wound it gave? Intends not Heai 
struck with the terrors of such an exit, 
provide comfort for our own ? Wou 
who departs obdurate from it, continue 
though one rose from the dead ? For su< 



The sad evening before the death of that noble 
ith^ whose last hours suggested these thoughts, 
as with him. No one was there, but his 
rsician, and an intimate whom he loved, and 
3m he had ruined. At my coming in he said, 
J and the physician are come too late. — I 
e neither life nor hope. You both aim at 
•acles— 'you would raise the dead.' 

said, Heaven was merciful. — (He replied,) 
)r I could not have been thus guilty. What 
. it not done to bless and to save me ? I have 
n too strong; for Omnipotence ! I have pluck- 
down ruin." 

said the Blessed Redeemer. — (On which he 

) 

iold ! Hold I You wound me !— That is the 

\ on which I split — I denied ' is name.' 

Refusing to hear any thing from me, or take 

'^ thing from the physician, he lay silent, as 

as sudden darts of pain would permit, till the 

ck stilick. ' Then he with vehemence cried 

3h, Time ! Time ! It is fit thou shouldest 

IS strike thy murderer to the heart. How art 

\\x fled for ever ! — A month 1 — Oh, for a single 

ek ! I ask not for years ; though an age were 

> little for the much I have to do." 

On my saying. We coiild not do too much : 

It Heaven Was a blessed place ! — (He said) 

So much the worse. 'Tis lost ! Heaven is to 

5 the severest part of hell.' 

Soon uftcr, I pix)po5ed prayer. (On which he 

id 



* Keep those tears lor iny&cji. * *-*. 

hee. — Dost veep for me ? That's cru 

Ml pain me more i' 

' Here his friend, too much affected, fi 

eft him. liut he said, ' No, stay, 
nayest /lOj/w. — Therefore hear me. H 
[ have talked ? ITow madly thou has 
uid believed ? But look on my preseni 
A full answer to thee and myself. Tl; 
all weukntss ustd pain ; but my soul, ; 
tip by tbrment to greater strength an( 
lull powerful to reason ; full mighty 
And that, which thus triumphs withi 
of mortality, is doubtless immortal. — . 
a Dcity^ nothing less than an Aimight 
llict what I feel.' 

* I was about to speak, when he very j 
ly said, 

* No, no !, let me speak on. T have r 
speak. — My much injured friend I n 

'•-- "^ *.ii;na . i,, <;r>ittered 
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le flames :— ^tkat is not an everlastihg flame" 
itiB.not an unquenchable fire/ 
>w were we struck? Yet, soon after, still 
:/• With what an eye of distraction, with 
a face of despair, he cried out, 
r principles have poisoned my friend ; ray 
vagance has beggared my boy ; my un- 
less has murdered my wife I And is there 
icr hell ? Oh, thou blasphemed, yet most 
gent, Lord God;! Hell itself is a refuge, if 
es me from thy frown.* 
»n after his understanding failed. His tcr- 
imaginaiion uttered horrors not to be repeat- 
p ever for;-ot. And ere the sun arose, the 
foiung noble > ingenious, accomplished, .and 
wretched Altamont. expired.' 

foolish man ! no more thy soiil deceive ! 
e is but the surest way to live. broome. 

ieve we should have many such dreadful 
leson record, were clergymen called to visit 
ith-bed of infidels, as in this case ; but few 
i will consent for that to be done ; for al- 
i they may see that they have been ffitally 
1 ; yet a state of desperation will prevent 
I'om calling on God themselves. Or request- 
f one to do it for them. But to return to 
. I must inform you, that it was not by 
• reading of defences of Christianity, ?cc. 
wras enabled to discover its truth, and be- 
s doctrines. I was for some time in a 
f suspense, doubt and distraction. But. 
5 pure precepts of the gospel bc^aT\ to K9.v<:r 



ijiuiy laiKing, «c. JBy caution, I s( 
in a great measure, to refrain from 
into violent passions on small pi'on 
be short, I endeavoui^cd to resist evt 
pensity and disposition, and I pray* 
assistance to enable me so to do ; an 
myself much freed from evil words, 
thoughts ; and found much satisfac 
mind on being able to conquer bad hz 
1 had not long lived as much like a 
I could, before I begun to believe lib 
TTords of Christ were Terified in m< 
he, ye will do the fvill qf Gody ye shall 
doctrines which I teach^ whether they 
And I cannot help believing, that su 
and sincerely perform their duty towa 
man, will, by some means or other, \ 
knowledg:e and belief of all such ti 



11 

Man all immortal, hail ! 



Hail, hcav*n — AIMavish of strange gifts to man j 
Thine all the glory ; man's the boundless bli&s ; 
Oh, may I breathe no longer, than I breathe 
My soul in praise to Him, who gave my saul. 
And all her infinite of prospect fair. 

Devotion elevates the soul to it» native dignity 
when renewed by divine grace it as naturally tone 
to the great source of its happiness, as fire does tc 
urards the sun, or as water towards the sea. Whil 
others are saying, Who nxnll ^hei\> us any good 
Who Will shew us the way to be happy ? Th 
Christian says, L^ft ufi thou the light of thy com 
itnance upon me. You know where it is also sai< 
that God willkeefi him in jierfect ficace nvhoscmin 
*» stayed ufion him. In all these changes an 
troubles of this mortal state, he has a divine coi 
4lial to refresh and cheer his spirits when wea 
and faint ; even death itself cannot terrifv hii 
who stedfastly believes in him "oiho i-i the rcsm 
rection and the Vfc\ No one ever heard of 
christian that was troubled, or terrified in his cot 
science when he came to die, for havin^; l)tcn 
christian ; but on the contrary, tens of thousand 
have in their last hours, set their seal to tlie ti ut 
of its divine doctrines, and have quitted this lil 
in certain hope and joyful expectation of a blesac 
imAiortaliiy. 

The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 

li prWileg'd beyond the common walk 

Ox viriuous life, quite in the verge of heav'n. 



what ^ dreadful delusion you have f( 
vears been under. Should that not be 
would wiah you to remember that a ci 
sjjreatly the advantage of you. Were 
for him to be in a delusion, it must 
delusion that affords such sources of 
this state of existence, and even in i 
death. And in case there should be 
state, you "will not be able to laugh at 
fthould the infidel be in a delusion ! Tl 
fatal dye ! will then be cast, and all v 
for ever I 

I am, Sir, 

Your 
Alve%ton^ Feb, 27, 1803. 

Although I have transcribed this ve 
ler, yet I must inform you, that the 
whom this, and the preceding one i 
leads so bad a life, that I have but smal 
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LETTER XIII. 

'*^ Those dreadful dangers past, 
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' Knowledge wilt dawn and bless the mind at Ufit. 



DEAl FlIXKD, 

NOT many miles from thia place lives my 
I friend Dick Thrifty, who \ras introduced to 
u in a former letter. I lately paid him a visit, 
d soon suspected that some alteration had taken 
&ce in- Dick's sentiments from thechang^ which 
>erceived in his conduct. 1 informed you, that 
er Dick commenced freethinker, he was not al- 
iys able to resist the temptations of immodest 
»meQ. At this interview I remarked that he 
s disfg^sted with a genteel dressed man for 
fing talked loosely in the absence of the ladies ; 
repeated the two well lines of Pope, 

Tmmodest words admit of no defence. 
For want of decency is the want of sense* 

Jso observed that he was displeased with an- 

* of the company for speaking disrespectfully 

? clergy in general. " Whenever I hear (said 

any person vilify the clergy as a body, I am 

d to conclude that he is not only an enemy 

>ion, but also a foe to morality, and of course 

great enemy to society. I think it is Ad- 

who says, That such as are prejudiced 

the names religion, church, priest, and 

, should consider the clergy as so many 

hers, the churches as schools^ ai\d Ux^vv 
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ci'ected at the puonu ^.i.^.j,^, . 
country ; at which lectures, all ranks ai 
without distinction, were obliged to be 
for their general improvement. And wl 
ed wretches would they think those n 
should endeavour to defeat the purpose 
vine an institution I" 

I was also glad to find that Dick wa? 
encoura.^er of Sunday-schools, and als( 
schools for the poor who ar« unable t< 
their children's schooling. He informed 
some gentlemen of his neighbourhood w< 
to such schools, merely because they w 
to subscribe a trifle toward their supj 
yet, said he, those gentlenien think tl 
christians I 

It perhaps may appear rather odd, 
member that, many years since, Dicki i 

»•» --T 4^ l^«^ar thought 
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Utributed of God, and very seriously advised him 

read it with attention ; and this too at a time 
fheh he was -very sceptical himself : But I strong- 
y suspect that Ditk is quite altered in his princi- 
iles; 

Foniierly, Dick used to assert that all the prc- 
epts of morality contained in the gospel Merc 
aught by the heathen philosophers. But now he 
s convinced of his mistake, and he has discover- 
d that their best precepts were derived from di- 
iftfc revelation, partly through the Jews who 
rere scattered amongst all nations, and partly 
rom the Old Testament after it was translated 
dto Greek. Josephus has fully proved thi& 
bint. 

Formerly, Dick thought that Socrates was a 
lore exalted personage than Christ ; now he as- 
erts, that Christ was a far superior character to 
locrates, and that the morality which he taught 

1 the most pure, and be^t calculated to make 
lankind happy.— -that a nation of real christians 
rould be a heaven upon earth. 

Some years since, Dick would talk much about 
be charming liberty of thinking frecly> enjoyed 
y such as shake oil" the fetters which priests had 
iveted on mankind ; nbw he does not scruple to 
cknowledge that, upon the whole, he thinks a 
sal christian has greatly the advantage, even in 
lis life, of the unbeliever. I can, (said he lo a 
lend one day,) almost believe Bishop Home's 
escription of the Christian religion. He then 
K>k down a volume of the good Bishop's scr- 
lons, and read the following passage : 



Ill V^A.L#»«w ^^ 

* fill through pain, while tney uw,.v. 
' and precious promises made to ' 

* ful throuj^h hopei which depends 

* complishment ; cheerful througl 
' doing acts of mercy and loving 

* they come to that land of plenty 

* shall want ; to those regions of joy 

* sorrow shall be for ever excluded 
While my friend Dick was rea( 

passage, he seemed animated ; 
more so while I read the following 
Young*5 Night Thoughts. 

Religion's all. Descending from 1 
To wretched man — — — — . 
Ktligion; Providence; an after-sta 
Here is firm footing ; here is solid r- 
This can support us ; all is sea besid 
Slaks under us ; bcstormsand then 
--«^ ^nn fastens on tl 
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a person has once gone such lengths in infidelit} 
as Dick had, it is hard to return to that pure^ opci 
simplicity which the gospel requires of such a! 
profess to believe its doctrines. As Dick's con 
versation is different from what it used to Lc, s( 
also is his conduct, as I remarked in many in 
stances. His compassion for the labouring pool 
is much increased, and he dees much good amon^ 
them ; he not only relieves such as apply to him 
but he inquires after objects of distress ; and- a 
the same time, he is careful not to encourage 
idleness, dmnkenness, 8cc. 

Mr. D. and Mr. C. were near neighbours Ic 
each otlier, and acquaintances of Dick ; tbes« 
neighbours had conceived great animosity to eacl 
other ; Dick set about reconciling them. Gn« 
day, when Mr. D. was speaking very ill-naturedl] 
of Mr. C. Dick desired him not to bear Mr. C 
so much ill will, for, said he, I have heard Mr 

C. speak very well of you. This softened Mr 

D. a 'good deal. At another time, Mr. C. wai 
very violent in his conversation apjainst Mr. D 
Dick advised him to forget and forgive, as h< 
was persuaded Mr. D. had done ; he speaki 
kuidlyof you, and is, I believe, sorry thr.t trifle: 
should so long have interrupted good neighbour 
hood between you and him. I5y this methw 
Dick in a short time made them better friendi 
than they bad ever been before. Blessed is tfh 
fieace-maker^ saith Christ. Dick is still happy i 
he can reconcile any of his acquainijgnce to eacl 
other ; but he now will not effect it by sayini 
what is not strictly true, as he did in the abor< 
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LETTER XIV. 

The virtues g»o\v on immortality ; 
That Root destroy M they wither and expite. 
A Deity believ*d vrill naught avail ; 
Rewards and punishments make Ood ador'd; 
And hopes and /cars give conscience all her pov 

J)EAR FRIEND^ 

IN f»;iving yon my further observatic 
ick Thrifty, I will continue to set them dc 
arly as I can, as they occurred. 
I found him one morning with Law's & 
ill to a Holy I/ifc, and Taylor's Holy I 
id Holy Drinj^, by his side ; in his han 
e Whole Duty of Man. What I a philos 
adinp: the »« Whole Duty of Mani" Ha< 
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^any work tha,t ever had so great and lasting 
sale, it being a century and a half since it 'wa 
first published : the other works of the same a\: 
tbor have also had a gvcat sale : his Causes c 
the Decay of Christian Piety should be rea 
more than it is: his Ladies' Calling, and hi 
;^^ Gentleman's Calling, are now much neglectec 
?.5 most of our ladies and gentlemen have calling 
of a very different nature, or rather, a§ it ap 
pears, have no calling at all. 

Taylor's Holy Living and Dying, he said, wa 
also an excellent work. I also joined in its praise 
'Law, in his Serious Call, he thought, had soni 
of the most convincing arguments he ever mc 
with, and his Characters were master-pieces c 
the kind. I said that I had lately read it wit 
great pleasure, and 1 hoped with some profit." 
I But, Dick, have you discarded the old heathc 

moralists ? 
i ** No, I believe I shall sometimes dip into ther 
! as long as I live ; I think, with you, that I hav 
j derived much benefit from reading them." 
1 I told him, while I was reading Seneca, Pli 
tarch, Epictetus, Sec. I had often fancied myself 
great philosopher, and conceited that my passior 
were subdued. 

" Why that is just my case, and perhaps a 
hour after I have indulged those fine ideas, I su 
fer an old woman, or a servant, to disturb, or eve 
^estcoy, my fine philosophical tranquillity ; an 
then I am ashamed to find myself such a poc 
weak mortal." 

'• Virtue is kept alive by care and toil.'* 



ong broken off, by my having contraci 
iversion to those pious writers, because 
hreatened freethinkers with hell ; yet we \ 
ome good friends again : so that when 
ook into any of those books, it seems like i 
.n old sensible acquaintance that I had no 
or many years ; 1 am much pleased whil 
ersing on old subjects ; and, though I 
,ot approve of every thing he says, yet th 
ersation upon the whole may be pleasii 
inproving." 

Dick, said T, you used to be open and 
isguise ; I have freely confessed to you, 
ave sincerely repented of my long apostac) 
le truth, and humbly hope for pardon and 
on through that Saviour whom you and I d 
'\ : tell me, arc not you also convinced of 
rror : Are you not in heart a christian? 
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lo that you will not be much surprised if I hav 
>ecn affected pretty much like yourself, by re 
narking the same events. I ahall carty my re 
[narks further back than you have done. Vol 
enow that before the French revolution took place 
[ had some young men and boys in my house as 
ipprentices and shopmen. I have reason to think 
jiat those young people were not ignorant of my 
lentiments ; for as they dined with me and my 
friends, tliey must have, at times, heard free 
:onversatioHs, jokes on priests. Sec. if not worse : 
br although I was not fond of propagating infide- 
lity, yet from my friends, and perhaps from my- 
lelf also, they must know that I paid no attention 
k) religion. It is also likely tjhat they read my 
free-thinking books. They also knew that I did 
lot attend at any .place of worship, nor did I re* 
<uire them to do it ; that my whole &mily spent 
undays in idle amusements. Those young men 
ft me, and began the world without any sense 
■ religion. Several of them, I believe, were 
^ethinkers ; nearly the whole of tbem dissipat- 
the whole of what property they had of their 
n, got into debt, and became bimkrupts. But 
ugh I saw the effects of infidelity in them, I 
. not properly affected by it. But since the 
nch revolution, when I perceived the sad ef- 
\ produced by the spreading of infidelity, I 
n to think more seriously on the conse- 
ces ; but I was not fully acquainted with the 
it. of its mischief until I came into the coun- 
» live, and found that it had infected all ranks, 
the castle to the cottage. 



4 new world riscj and new Yn&iVTVt::s ttxv^ 
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poverty and afflictions, used to de: 
solation from the hopes of a b 
come ; but Paine and Co. have de] 
their only comfort and support, 
discontented with their station, and 
chief. Many that used to be com 
on Sundays, now go to the ale-hoi 
encourage one another in irreh'i 
Many that used to read their bibl 
become better husbands, better : 
subjects, better neighbours, &c. nc 
into it at all, it is only to endeavou 
ridicule. 

" The hopes of heaven, and the 
now am fully convinced certainly 
influence, on the conduct of thonss 
laugh at any talk of the day of jud 
and hell ; and havinj? ^t rid of tl 



89 

gi'cat prevalence of infidelity and its imTnoral Icn 
deney) one of his neighbours, a very decent look 
ing man, came in, who, I leaiiit in the course o 
conversation, had lately been a very wicked infide 
^nd a rebel, but had repented of his iniidelity, an( 
tvas become a loyal subject and a pious christian. 

He informed us, that while he lived in London 
(which was about four or five years before thi 
conversation) he worked in a shop with twelve 
other men, eleven or whom and himself were in 
fidels, and that the whole of them were rebels. T< 
such a height of wickedness and infatuation ha( 
these poor wretches arrived, that six of them se 
out one day with a fixed determination to kill — 
a certain person. In the Strand, one of the mos 
desperate of these execrable villains was taken s< 
very ill as to be able to go no further ; but ihii 
did not deter the others, but on they went to per 
pet rate the dreadful deed, which they would hav( 
effected, had not an uncommon circumstance takei 
place which prevented the horrid crime from be 
ing committed. This circumstance I cannot re 
late, as the mentioning that would discover th( 
person tliey. intended to murder. 

I also observed, that the doctrine of rewards anc 
punishments were taught in a confused and \m 
perfect manner by the old heathens ; that the i;e 
lief of those doctrines, and the fear ot the avenjL; 
ing gods, had very great influence on the morn 
conduct of mankind in general : tiid ii is w<. r^l: 
remarking that Juvenal, in his second sat' re,. Inv 
putes the shocking and detestable crivikes r:)r.c} 
disgraced Rome in his days to the infidel notionj 
that Ihcp prevailed among them. 



approbation of virtue: so that) s 
it was the mixture of truth in it ' 
its utility ; which is well stated 1 
judicious Hooker, in treating c 
* Seeing therefore it doth thus a] 
venerable author, ' that the safety 
pendeth upon religion ; that relig 
loved pcrfccteth man's abilities u 
various services in the commt 
men's desire is, in general, to h 
but the true ; and whatever good 
out of their i»eligion, who embrace 
true, a false, the roots thereof ai 
of the light of truth, intermingle( 
ness of error ; because no religion 
only consist of truths, we have i 
that all true virtues are to honour 
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«f awe ; the liacrccliiess of oatlis Is iivAnifcsl atid 
necessary ; and they that hold that perjury v.'ill be 
punished, are certainly more to be trusted, than 
those who think a false oath v.ill be attended with 
no ill consequences. It is beyond all question] 
that in a policed city, even a bad religion is bettei 
than none/ — ^*' The Senate of Rome, which al- 
most totally consisted of Atheists, both in thebr^ 
and practice, believing neither in Providence noi 
a future state; It was a meeting of philosophers; 
df votaries of pleasure and ambition ; all very dan- 
gerous sets of men* and who, accordingly, over- 
turned the republic." 

* 1 would not willingly lie at the mercy of ari 
atheistical prince* who might think it his interest 
to havj me pounded in a mortar : I am certain it 
Would be my fate. And were I a sovereign, I 
Would not have about me any atheistical courtiers, 
whose interest it might be to poison me, as then 1 
must every day be takin.'^' alexipharmics ; so ne- 
cessary is it both for princes and people, that theii 
minds be thoroughly imbued with an itlea of a 
Supreme Being, the Creator, Avenger, and Re- 
warder." 

This subject is ndw no longer to be disputed at 
all, as we have Jreen such dreadful eifects of infi^ 
delity since it has been propagated among the 
people at large. 

" I confess, («aid Dick) that I was loh;^ in an 
error on this head. I, like mamy other freethink- 
ers, on observing that fraud ftnd other vices were 
committed by such as passt-d for christians ; and 
that, among those who were sceptics, I knew se* 



Have scarce any mui^^ Ax^.tj^.^.. . . 

live and die as ignorant and stupid with rej 
divine subjects as hogs* So that in fact th 
not be said to believe or disbelieve in chiis 
although they are denominated christii 
have reason to believe that there are thous 
En-i'-land who never were in any place of 
worship in the whole course of their live 
many of those that do by chance go 
church, know no more of the matter than i 
as never go at all. And there is great re 
think that many who pass for christians a 
ists in principles, as well as practical knai 
certain author says, " I know there are ii 
and principle, as well as in practice, who t 
honenty as well as religion, a mere cheat ; 
a very consistent conduct, reasoning, I: 
solved deliberately to do whatsoever byp 

-*-.! — , «»»« #»K1/* fnr tlieir nrivate advantac 
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was lately told of a grocer, who, on a Sun- 
ireniiig, used to call his shopman, and ad- 
fiim in the following manner : << John, have 
It the dried herries with the currants ?'* 
Sir/' " Have you put the ash leaves with 

I ?'* " Yes, Sir." *' Have you put the sand 
le moist sugar ?" ** Yes, Sir.'* " Then, 
:ome to prayer.** 

II also give you one instance of this kind 
U withni my own observation. About twelve 
s after I first became acquainted with a 
3f infidels, there was one very young man 
iced who was an advocate for -atheism, and 

was a student, on charity, in a dissent in^j^ 
ny ; and used to boast of the <)ccep(.ons 
he made use of to deceive the heac^s oi the 
iry. He informed us, that at the sti-'ed 

of prayer, when they all knetltd covn 

the room, with their faces tcwi^UiS t/e 
iie used to conceal a card in his bund, on 
he had a composed form, set down in kI.oic- 

ho that when it came to his turn tc pmy 
porally, he read his card ; and ht ^ w.s 
It to possess a fine gift in prayer. Ihis 
infidel also boasted of the deceptions which 
t on others ; he would pretend to piety 
' religious people, and bonx)w books and 
sm. Not long after this he deceived and 
i his infidel friend, who introduced him to 
rty. He was for tome reason or otlier at 
(charged from the academy ; had that not 
he case, some congregation might have 
cceived by his abilities and pretensions (• 
and have had an atheist for iiw^vc ^^AVnx* 



nany arc mere to uc luuiiu »t«ic> vi\.iib»\.a»»v%.<j «^« 
nit lho:ie sin?i. How i^ it possible for one to s 
iosc tbu-t siioii cun believe the above text, and 
lunvlrcd oihcrrs of the same import. We ki 
:hat a ptr:,un may be precipitated into griev 
vius, ar.d yet may be called a belierer, althoug 
.veak one ; bi.i is if pciSLiblc for a person to 
yv.i'A' .'.iter year, in the deliberate commissio; 
%rty i\ieai krj(n.ii sin, ar.d really believe that < 
h:ii.j /::i}::.d a chiy in iv/uc/i he tjIU judge the to 
bi 't:g)\:ci:.s7irfifi^ and i'c\i':ird cvt:vy man acccri 
.'/.i /..'./ d^fic in :/!c b'jdu^ v:!..'lher tht^y } 
e7i .'/. A ( r /'/r/. Indeed the si:.iip:Tirts rank s 
ar./.,'. ,•;:./:.'•( wV^'iTi- ; ar.d frtcthiiikers should 
rui.k \ i:. !u asl)eiieveio* \i\\\. aniorj; their own c." 
InG.l;/:i\ •V\\\\ seimoij, \o\. 2, is the fullov 
paMi./w: »' 1 address myself next to those 
j>rel'.'.;il t:; l.Ui-ve ii.e gospelj and yet ne^iec 



1C8S and pleasures, and vanities of life, as 
h led away by the fashions and dissipated 
lers which they see around them, as if they 
ved this world was the only place where they 
cted happiness. And yet they profess to 
vc in a religion that will reward all who obey 
nd punish all who disobey it. 
if yoa really believe all this, the pleasures of 
world will appear of little value to you, com- 
i with the happiness of the next ; and the 
rest restraints of religion, instead of being 
ght hardships, will be received with cheer- 
ss. Is this the case ? If you are a true be- 
r, the answer is plain ; yet this contradiction 
een your belief and your practice, makes it, 
r, too plain, this is not the case. The matter 
resolves itself into this, that you are m the 
tion with the infidel, only to his disbelief you 
lypocrisy. 

If you are under the influence of aelf-dcceit^ 
magine you are more sincere in your belief 
ese things than you really are, put your slu- 
y to the test ; try yourself by an easy expe 
nt. You are assured, that if you take propter 
1 you may get possession of a considerable 
ne. If you really believe this information, 
will you act ? Will you not take every me- 
in your power that leads to the possesbion of 
)ur blessed Saviour has placed this matter in 
ame light. If a man believed there was a 
ui*o in a field, would he not sell all he had and 
;lic field ? lu the affairs of this world, you 
I of a man's being sincere in his lielief^ b/ 
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or bad. You say you believe ail t 
does not produce a christian life. I 
hypocritical pretences. Would 
from a precipice if he reallij btlieo 
pit would receive him ? Those wh 
faith, anc] those who pretend to f£ 
holy life out of the qucbtion, ur 
rfike/' 

Some of those ungodly pretenc 
anity are so very ignoiuiit of ii* 
think that becaustj Christ died ior 
is the only part of the i^ospel the 
to) God will, however wicked their 
been, pardon ihem, provided they 
as they call it, on their death- bod: 
tells us of a shocking wicked man \ 
?i very profligate way of life, becai 
that if he could but say three wo, 
4on me,*' before he died, he v/as 
given. It seems he even forgot the 

x^« u:_ 1 1 v. 1 • 1 



Christ's sake. Gilpin, in his excellent bcnr.on ou 
Christ's promise lo the thief on the cress, says, 
'• I have seldoui seen sickness draw on a change 
ol" life. The sinner has generally returned, after 
his recovery, to his old habits, All tliereibre that 
a minister of the gospel can say, is. only thih-, that 
God ka» no *ivhcrc firomiscd in the ccvcr.uut oji^raccy 
Jbrgivcnesa to any repentance '^ but w/iat is jUiorjed 
by a holy life ; end if mc7i are savtdy after a coiuce 
tf wickedueiSy on dcath-bcd repentance, they are 
not saved according to any known co7idiiio7ie oiihc 
gQsficL Gilpin's sermons, vol. ii, p. 122, 2d 
edition. 



•Fatally he errs 



Whose hope fore-runs repentance, and who prtsur^es 

That God will pardon when he's tir'J of sin, 

And like a stale companion casts it off. 

Oh ! arroganS delusive, impious thought, 

To meditate commodious truce v/ith heaven. 

When death's swift arrow smites him unprcpar'd, 

And that protracted moment never comes, 

Or comes too late : Turn then, presumptuous man, 

Turn to the sinner,- r 

Who died reviling, there behold thy doom. 

cumberlakd's calvary. 

I have also met with many who keep a shorter 
account wiih God ; tliey mistake the means for the 
end. When they can find time to go to church, 
it is not with any view to ohtain grace and strength 
to enable them to forsajte their bad practices ; 
they have not the least inclination to alter iJieir 
wicked course of life: but think that by going to 
church and begging pardon, their old score is 
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tie. 

I am, 

Dear frie 



LETTER XV- 

^ Consider man as mortal, all is dar 
" And wretched ; Reoion weeps at t 

DEAR FHIEKD, 

WHILE Dick and I were 
dinner on the important objects : 
last chapter, we were astonishec? 
tion of a lady in company, who 
— ^A ns. xhdX she ] 
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-*' A sctIous thing to die ! My soul I 



•• What a stranj^c moment must it be, when r.e&v 
«• Thy jcuiney's end tliou hast the gijii in view I 
•* That awful gulf no mortal c'or repass'd 
** To tell what's doing on the other side ! 

But if she \vas but sure of being ar.nihihucdj it 
would tatc a weight oil* her spirits that sometimes 
oppressed her much. 

I ajn well informed that this lady is very ami?.- 
ble. She is about forty. During thirty years 
which she lived with her father, she was a very 
dutiful daughter ; the ten that she has been a wif^', 
she ever has been, and still is^ 

** Blest with temper, whose unclouded ray 
•• Can make to-morrow, cheerful as lo-day ; 
** She never answers 'till her huiband coois, 
■• And if she ixles him, never shews she rules* 
** Charms by accepting, by submiiiin^ «vva)>, 
•* Yet has her huniour most when she obeys." 

Her life has been a life of innocence ; ll:c con- 
tinued ill treatment wliio.h s!ic for yiaia re- 
ceived from some of htr relations, c(;iila never pi:t 
her out of temper, or c:iu^:c lier louucr an ill-n;.- 
tured word ; or to be g\iiliy of iin uiikliid action 
She possesses an uriCnirnonly sympalhiy.iDi.^, feel 
ing heart, is v^ry kind and clinriiable to ihc;H( r- 
That so chariang and vlrtiiouii u hdy as thii 
should wish that existence inij^ht terminate wiiii 
tills short liP.', i:, J believe, liot a common cii- 
cumstpncc. On t/ur i'xpre>.iiin!.;" <>ur burprise, and 
requesting to be n;adj acciuaintcd v.ith her rca- 
sons for to uunuuircj a wisiij sh;: said, lh;,i " s!\i. 



«d much i:j private i^..^ 
hud e^er said or done any thing wronf 
she wui ignoruUi. of divine things, an 
diatrtiicc towards them ; and havini 
her xniady rati;cr than run the hazs 
€lernaily misti'.jble, she had many tii 
to b»^ annihilated." She said, these 
thoughts were not lasting, she was 
happy. Mrs. Rowe thus describes 
mind nearly similar. 

— Start! at the awful prospect of th< 
Still fears to explore the dark and unkr 
Still backward ohrinks and mediiates c 
Spins out the time, and lingers in debt 
Diipleas*d to try an unexpertenc'd sta' 

If the righteou9 mre scarcely sorted, < 
- — .// the ungodly apfiear? And 
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The dust I tread on, high to bcir my brow, 
To drink the spirit of the golden Day. 
J\nd triumph in existence ; and couldst know, 
No motive, bur my bliss ! and hast ordain'd 
A rise in blessing ! with the Patriarch's joy* 
Tby call. I follow to the land unknavan ; 
I trutt in thee, and know in whom I trust ; 
Or life, or death, is equal ; neither weighs -, 
AU weighs in this— O let me live to thee. 

Thisy Madam, (continued Dick) is the only dis/- 
Mition that can possibly make us happy : the 
ood Doctor appears to have had that faith and 
ust in God, which every real christian should 
live. In another place, he says, 

f, lick of folly I relent ; Christ writes 

My name in heav'n, with that inverted spear 

(A spear deep dipt in blood !) which pierc'd his side j 

And opea'd ihere a font for all mankind. 

Who strive to combat crimes, to drink and live } 

TbU, only this, subdues the Fear of Death, 

The parents of this lady I find are called good 
ind of people ; when thty have no company at 
ome, they go to church once of a Sunday ; arc 
ind, obliging neighbours, good to the poor, &c. 
ut It does not appear that they consider tliem- 
:lve5 possessad of an immortal part, which must 
B happy or miserable lo all eternity. 

They have, it seems, a Bible in their house, 
irefuUy locked up. For the first ten years after 
ley were married, this bible was brought down 
airs once in a year, or once in two years at far- 
lest, to insert in the blank leaf the names of 
leir children, tojtthcr with the year, day, a«id 



the eldest daughters were always r< 
the ages of the younger part of tl 
save them the trouble of looking 
blank leaf. 

Although one cannot help remark 
cemi that some of those who are ac 
the theory of religion, and who, t 
knowledge, or for worse purposes 
unseasonably, are yet known to be : 
the performance of the duties' it 
some that say little, and know less 
such who in the higher walks of life 
that important subject, and bring 
dren in gross ignorance of religion, 
be blameable in a Very high degrc 
(saith God) fierUh for viant of kn 
really astonishing that mankind sh 
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.replied, « A fine old man." Whut do yoi: 
Jesus Christ is ? "A hopeful youth,** was il 
ply. What do you think your soul is? ** A ; 
bone in my back," was il»c ansv. er. 

I am sorry to say, that this excellent h 
knowledj^ in divine subjects but little exceeds 
of Pemble's poor old man ; but in sincerity 
openness of heart, I never saw one that excce 
her. 

I am, dear friend, 

Your's. 



LETTER XVI. 

The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a Hell of Heaven. 

PARADICE LOST. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

IN October 17?8, S. P. Peach, E-q. Lcin;.; 

Vlajor of the Tockington Volunteer?, j^ave an en- 

trrtainment to his corps, and otbers of his ncigl;- 

ours, in honour of Lord Nelson's glorious vic- 

ry. This was done on the lawn before his 

mse. The good cheer, the company, music, 

ngs, bonfire, fire -works, &c. had a wonderful 

bet on the poor countrymen ; cne of them, in 

»tures, exclaimed, (by my side) "This is heaven 

)n earth 1" Upon which another of our volun- 

•s very sincerely and earnestly declared, that 

• did not think that heaven was half so fine a 

e." This had not the least appearance of 1':- 

1 



quietly away, held forth on tiie napj 
all good people enjoy after death at th 
of God ; during which she shewed 
patitnce. The divine still kept on, i 
on the glory, splendour, &c. of heav 
patience being quite tired out, she 
" Don't tell me a long tale about 
Heaven ; Old England, and the Ma 
for me." 

Were it culy a few poor ploug 
Marsh-Common farmer's wife, thai 
thoughta of the happiness of a futi 
should not be so much surprised ; bi 
reason to think that thtre are thousa 
no better opinion of heavenly pleasu 
poor untaught creatures that have ac 
ideas above the hogs they feed, ort 
' • -~ Tho ]«Hv that was introdi 
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i«ver llian go to heaven; that she had not coi« 
ceivcd very favourable ideas oi* the happiness ihcii 
to be enjoyed ; and as she had no kno\vIe(ic>c o'i 
ov rehsh for divine things, she did not s^e b.ov 
she could comfortably spend an eternity in ;\ placv 
where nothing else was going forward. I fear ihi: 
lady has, in giving us her own thoughts, given ui 
the thoughts of thousands ; and I think she lea 
soned weil. There cannot be the least doubt thu 
the reason why many wish to go to heaven, is no 
from any love they have for God or heave n ; but a: 
they know that there are but two places, they wis! 
to go there to avoid hell. How many are then 
that think the sabbath a very tiresome day, l)e 
cause they have no rtdish for relii^ious duties ; r-ay 
how many of those who '^o to cl urcii not only ('( 
not find any pleasure there, but are giad -vjui.' th( 
•ervice is over ? What enjuvment then ct-.i sucl 
expect in heaven ? I wlU remember thdl b . hi 
and my companions formerly us>ed to laugn ».c ' h< 
thoughts of going to heaven ; and were so p: o'unc 
as to say that we should not like for e\ ti- to sit or 
a cloud and sing Iiallelujah ; and I fear we ^i>ok{ 
the re^l sentiments of many more. Befoit: ni) 
one can properly v/ish for heaven, or ei'jo) it -I'.rt 
after, he must repent, and p;vy uniU God ijn\ 
him a clean hearty and rcnewh- a rii^hi h/ari. iii-.hvt 
kim. Old thivgs vmni h doiit atva, , all f/ihiqn vim. 
Ircoine ncTj. And then ue will i;e mtr£ to he c 
pa-*'takcr of tht inheritance roith rhc saihts in liijht. 

But 10 return , When the lady had e>:y'.-.:-.5*t( 
her mean ideas of the joys oi heaven, Dlci: \v:\i{'\ 
to spcuta-.^'ay. 



\V no U.II t,<aw - 

Thro* habitable space, wherever uuti., 
Howe'er endow 'cl ! To live free citizen 
Of universal nature ; to lay hold 
By more than ftMcJhitb on the Supre: 
To call heavVs unfathomable mines 
Our cwii ! To rise in science as in bliss 
Initiate in the secrets of the skies ! 
To read creation, in its mighty plan ; 
In the bare bosom of the Deity I 
To sec before each glance of piercing t 
All cloud, all shadows, blown remote ; 
No mystery — but that of love divine — 
From darkness, and from dust, to sucl 
Love's element ; true joy's illustrious 
Vrom earth's sad contrast (now deploi 
W'liat cxqui&iie vicissitude of fj^tc ! 
Bi^st absolution of our blackest hour 

: These arc thoughts that make 

7'hc wise ijl limine ; aggrandist the gi 

IIov,', Madam, do yon like sucli 
• Uw ? ci () ^1^^. clfcsci'ipiion is dclighil 
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Dost hear ? or sporting in my brain 
What wildly-sweet cieliiium reign ! 
Lo ! *mid Elysium's balmy groves. 
Each happy shade transported roves, 
I see ihe living scone dis lay'd. 
Where rills and breaih-gales sigh murmuring throng* 
the shades. i-;ia^;cis. 

She liked the christian's heaven best, and, smil 
ing, said, that as we seemed to be acqu^iiriied will 
the country, she should be glad if >ve woulvl give 
her some further account of it. VVc (juoicd tht 
following passages. 

Look up ray soul, pant toward th' eternal hil's : 

Those heav'ns are fairer than they seem ; 
There pleasures all sincere glide on crystal rills ; 
There not a drag of guilt dtrliles. 
Nor grief disturbs the sir* a.n ! 
That Canaan knows thj ncAious ihing, 
Nocurs'd soil, no tainted sjjiing. 
Nor roses grow on thorns, nor hoiiey wears a sting, 

UR. watt's lyric poems. 

I knew a man, (whether in the boJy, or .>kc cf iVc 
body, 1 cannot tell, God knoweili ; how tl.ut he w.i* 
caught up into paradise, and ht:i'.rd,unb;)c.i!»iibic worcib 
which is not lawful (or possible) for man lo uiier. 

ST. PAUL. 



What 15 death, that I should fear it ? 



To die ! why *iis to triumph ; *r,ji to j ;iii 

The great ai'-.embly of the good una j'-.r..r : 

I.Timor:al worihie'i, hero,.:;. D-oj^iuls, ;a::.t: ! 

Oil* 'tis lo join the han^l of iiolv jiicu 

Made jierteci by iiii-ir Miilerinj^ii ! ''i'ss to jn.-.-t 

My g'Car pro^jcjiiiors ; liii^y, with whjm ti.t: l-'ir^i 

Dasi j'l'd 10 hold famihar convsirtic ! ' Tis *.o :;cw 

1 .1 - 



Itla 4d »«« •••«>' - 



Who would not die that vvc may live for 

MRS 

Let us suppose a man blind and d< 
birlh, who being grown up toman's c 
I he dead- palsy, or some othor cause 
his feeling, tasting, and bmtlling ; 
same time has the impediment of Jii^ 
moved, and the film taken off hia ey< 
five scniics are to us, thai the touc 
smell were to him. And any other ' 
I'.cption of a more refined and txt( 
\Wwre to him as inconceivable, as to 
wliich wi'l one day be adapted to pt 
things v/hich " eye has not seen, n 
neither hath it enicred into the hea 
conceive." And it would be just as 
l.im to conclude, that the loss of thos( 
could not possibly be succeeded by a 
of perception ; as in a modern frcetl: 
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ported ; and you have some fciint glimmering' ic 
of the extalic slate of the soul in that article 
which he emerges from tliia sepulchre of flesh in 
life and immortality. iDDiaox. 

Who would not willinf^ly leave a fooliah^ fri 
vfard^ ill'iiaturccl worlds for the blesstd socii^iy c 
ivise friends and ficrfcct lovers P Whut a fcliri;) 
must it be to fpcnd an cierniiy in such a ixble 
conversation I where we shall hear the tlccp //.'•/- 
/o«q/;/jy of heaven communicaltjd ':i'zih imLnicd/n-C' 
dom in the wise and amiable dl .courses of a\i^'f!s 
and glorified f'fiirifs : who without any rc;f,er\'-- or 
affeclation of myslery, without fiwi^sioy^ or inr-rmty 
er /ieevUhco7iten:Lon {'or vic^ori'^ Co frttly /■/./vsc- 
fihizcj and uiuttially imparl the treasures of t;:ch 
other's knowledge. Tor s-nice a-1 sainis the it , arc 
great philosophers, and al! ]»hiloij[)iiM'.s perfect 
saints, we must needs .s?/;'/;^*. knf-vUd'^c ancl/,'&v../- 
7ic99y fvisdcm and charify to be ec[i:cilly intermin- 
gled throughout all their convcrsinion:- ; bciiic; so, 
what can be imagined more (lili.Juful I Whtn 
therefore we shall leave this hrfurtijinJ^ un<.»ci:il 
world} and all our good oUIJ'ritud'i ihat have r;':i:« 
to heaven before us, meet us as soon as v.e are 
landed on the shoie «f ctcriiity. and with ir.fiikite 
congratulations for our safe arrival, shall conduct 
js into the company of iha f^airiurchd ixnu/uoji/ictf.^ 
fiostitu and martyrs^ and introduce us inio an iri- 
xnate acquaintance with them, and with all il.uJ-« 
•avc and generous souls who by their 5^/077:; z^* f.r- 
tfilea have recommended themselves to the 
>rld; wlvcn we shall h? fiHiiliar friends with 



New ion, Lockei ooviv,, * — 
Man of Ross, Dr. Johnson, J. Har 
and others, but also Pythagoras, S 
Aristotle, Epictetus, Cicero, Cato, t 
I advised our good lady to res 
Christian Life, particularly the H 
also Sherlock, on the Happiness of 
future state ; and Dr. Watts, on th 
^>eparate Spirits. I also told her i 
find some rational, and many amus' 
the happiness of the celestial re 
Kowe's works. I will conclude 
with a few lines of that pious lady. 

O, come I ye sacred gusts, }c pure d 
Ye heav'nly sounds, ye intellectual s 
Ye gales of paradise, that lull to re« 
And till with silent calm the peacefi 
.. •--iM.innrtinG: hopes, that 



ni 



LETTER XVIT. 

^us Earth, and all that earthly xr.inds admire, 
1ft swallow'd in Eternify^s vast round. 
To that stupendous view when souls awake, 
Tinted* toys subside ; and equal all below. ' 

BR. YOUKO.- 
BEAR FRIEND, 

I NOW sitdovm to give you a few luorc par- 
ticulars relating to my conversion to christi"Jiily. 
My conversion was not instaiuuncous, but proi^rcs- 
sive ; for, Jn retrtrating from the cause of infulcli- 
ty, I disputed every inch of ground before 1 re- 
linquished it. I found it inipo'ssible loni^ to rt-r 
main a downright atheist, but vas sceptical for 
some years ; and I even had an atlicisiical pau:- 
ph!et, vfliich was hard to ba come at, repriutcei, on 
hearing that the author had \v\ great haste U\kt\\ 
away nearly the whole of his c\rn iniprcssitin f'.oui 
the different booksellers Mix-re ilicy had been U'l't 
for sale. I also adv:s;cd a iScotcIi b.-ioksclk-r k.- re- 
print another work in llie c?tusc of inlulcli-.y; 
which he did, and I purci-kscd many of thi- in- 
uression aud sold them, piiriit!;;- ir.is pi ricd I 
lid not thiiik that the hi lie f, or dioi); lit-f, of any 
rticle of faiih, had ar.y inllucucc or* the n.oralsol 
lankind. 
About nine: or ten years since, one of tlie 
rench cm'ijrants wanted mc very much to print: 
translaiioii from ihc French of a!i ;«.ilui-;tlc::ii 
»rk ; but havh^^; begun to tee tiie bad clVei-Ls of 
:h public ration:*, \\z cculd uot y;c\.\\Vv:vV-v-v--< 



doctrine ; but as i ov-v. 

Thoughts of Dr Young, his siic 
favour of the soul's immaterialit; 
ty, prevented me from settling in 
important article. I also once d 
not laugh and think me still dreai 
the finest poem I had ever rca' 
which I reasoned thus. As I nc 
position equal to that which I re 
and as from the ideas which I re 
I awoke, it appeared a thousand ' 
tiful than any thing I could comj 
therefore my soul must be immc 
wise I could not, while in a sta 
combined and arranged such a 
ful and delightful ideas as to m 
creation. On this head Bishop 1: 
we have no reason to think ou 
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only spf Jil^s of our common dream?, which was b 
no means ihe case of mine. 

The follow iiifj lines were often impressed on in 
mind, and were repeated by mo times wlthou 
3!umbcr, when alone : 



•Why shrinks the aoul 



Back on herself and startles at destruction ? 

•Tis the divinity that stirs within us ; 

'Tis heaven itself that points out an hereafier. 

And intimates eternity to man. 

Eternity 1 thou pleasing, dreadful thought ! 

Addison's cato. 

It is not my der,ip;n to adduce the proofs of thos< 
doctrines that I have again heartily embraced, bu 
I cannot help iiist»"tiiu; a few quotations on som( 
of those ])oints. (Cicero says, in his Tusc. Qm^st 
" We can never b'jilcve, that after the viriuou; 
have stnigfgled tlirou.'^h all tiuir labours, an infi 
nitely good and Almif^hty Ciod will let them fj'i 
into an eternal sleep." In another plu'c h'j says 
" If I am wionii: in belicvinr-- that the souls (.; 
men are immortal, I please mysiilf in mv miy- 
take : nor while I live, v.ili I ever cIjik-c, ti^u*. (hi* 
opinion, wherewith I am so much cUlii^lited. 
should Iz wresttnl from nu: : but if, at dtcitli I an; 
to be anniliihlcd, us »<«!i'.ic niinute philosophci:- 
iraaj^ine, I am not afraid lest those uivc mi-n 
when evtiuct too, siiould liiU9:h at mv error/* 

And m his c!r;rmin<.i; irc-aiise on old :'.;■;£•, }c<^ 
says, •' This is my firm persuasion, that liincc tivj 
hunnan soul exerts iiself v.ith so greiit ac-iv-n'. 
ftince it has such a ri.-membrance of the past, v.vcU 
a concern for the fviture, since it is enriched wliii 



f.temnys vast otc«M n«io »yv.w.~ — -. 
Give the mind sca-room ; keep it wide of c 
That rock of souls iiwr.ortali cut thy cord ; 
Weigh anchor ; spread thy sails ; call cv r 
Eye the Great PoU-stur ; make the Land i 

^ NIGHT T 

I will proceed with my narrative in i 

I am, 

Dear fricin 



LETTER XVIII. 

On argument alone my faith is built ; 
Meason pursu'd is Faith f and, unpurau'^ 
Where proof invites, 'tis Reason then, 
And such our Proof, that, or onr Faitb 
Or Peason lies, and heav'n de#ign*d it 

BB 
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duties of natural religion had seme influence or 
mj mind and conduct. I sometimes went t( 
churchs "Where I felt a spirit of devotion ; so ilia 
1 found my heart engaged in the prayers, and fel 
some degree of thankfuhiess t# God. I also fwl 
the same spirit of devotion at times when not a 
church. Nor could I help admiring the characte 
of Christ ; his precepts also appeared to me per 
fectly well calculated to promote b©th public an< 
private happiness. 

In this state of mind I went quietly and con 
tentedly on for some years. As I had no relisl 
for the ridiculous pursuits of those around me, m] 
amusement was reading, or, now and then, scrib 
bling. 

I at last (as I have before informed ycu) begai 
to read some extracts from books on divinity 
which I found in the Reviews. Those c::tract 
gave me a more thoughtful turn, and left ni] 
mind open to conviction. The first ei.tirc wor] 
that I read in defence of revealed relij^ion, wai 
Archdeacon Paley's View of the Evidences o 
Christianity. 

By tlie time I had gone tlircugh this very abli 
and convincing work once, I was efTeclually hum 
bled, and obliged to cry out, God be merciful t( 
me a dreadful sinner ! I was obliged to confess 
that the wisdom, power and love of God wcri 
displayed in the gospel. 

Eut although I was convinrccd that the p.cEpe 
was a revelation from Gcd, yet I had great doubt: 
as to the dispensations contained in tlie Old Tes 
tamcnt : nor did I think the Nev/ Testament ai 
inspired work : in short, I gave but little wore 



AvillofGod. On the same evidence, I 
ought to believe the Old Testament dis 
'w^ere from God ; yet the various object: 
unbelievers have repeatedly made to 
dispenbation, together with many tes 
Old Testament, were difficulties I cou 
over, until I had read part of Palcy a 
also the third enlarged edition of the fir 
and the second edition of the second ' 
Jenkin's Reasonableness and Certain! 
christian religion. This very cxtr 
learned and sensible work, gave me ai 
faction on those heads : and it is wort 
inp;, that this work was written befoi 
(vollins, Morgan, &c. wrote their obje 
misrepresentations, which makes them 
inexcusable. I have induced several of 

to lr\^»lr ii'ttrk fVite -nr* oe«f<» ■»•!«» •««-.»*>1» •»».l-»*» »*- 
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kind a pure system of morality, lo assure u:. ol 
the immortality of the soul, tke resurrection ol 
the body, and future rewuds and punishmt nts ; 
and that by his perfect life, his jiuffe rings und 
death, he had given us an excellent txaniple. 
Further than this I could not believe, until I had 
again, and again, consulted the scriptures, vari- 
ous commentators, and the works of many oti.'-r 
learned divines, from whom 1 received great as- 
sistance ; particularly from Jenkin, and also from 
Bishop Butler's Analogy of Religion, an exceed- 
ingly valuable work. In this study I have em- 
ployed a very large portion of my time, and in 
it I have found a lasting source of pleasure and 
delight. 

After all my investigation, although I assent 
to the truth of those doctrines, I do not pretend 
that I comprehend them. I only believe them, 
because I think they are taught in the Old I'es- 
tament, and by Christ and his apostles in the Ni.'W 
Testament. 

The iollowing passap^e in Butler's Analosry ol 
Religion, pleased me much. " Ileiice, (hays ll\t 
Doctor) namely, from analogiral rcaLouiniv, 
Origen has with sinf-ular sagacity observed, il.:;t 
* he who believes the scripture to have picttcdL-J 
from him who is the Author of Naiuie, may x^lU 
expect to find the sr.me sort of ditFicuitics hi it. 
as we found iu tlie cousiitution of raiurt/ (.)n 
the quotation the Doctor adds, *' And in like v. ay 
of Inflection it may be added, ti'at he whu dv.iiiei3 
the scripture to have been from Ucd. urnii r.c 
count of tJiesc dinkultics, mav, for the vtrv same 
reascn, deny the world to have been foriiic/l \}\ 






I have oflcn, like other iiind^jls. laughed at 
pie's belicvinp; what they did not unders' 
witliout considering^ that, were we to believ 
more than what we understand, even of the < 
mon operations of nature, we should scare 
lieve any thin^. 

Jenkin, wlicn treating of the doctrine of 
Trinity, vol. ii. p. 401, says, " The sum is, 
in the most perfect unity of the Divine Na 
do suboist the Father, the Son, and the '. 
G!ic3t, betwoen whom is a real distinction, m 
thoui^Ii not the same, yet is equivalent t€ 
distinction of persons among men. That 1 
is this unity and this distinction, we learn 
t!ic scriptures ; but what kind of distinction 
is, or how far it is to be reconciled with our n 
of person:; amon?;st men, and after what ma 
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cs ? And how in him ice livgj move^ and have 
being?" Page 196, he observes, " The best 
osophers have been able to j:ive no account 
' motion can be communicated without an im- 
liate impulse, or concourse of the divine 
er." Page 147, •' Through an immense void 
:e, the sun's rays find their regular and con- 
it way, and in a few minutes pass from the 
to the earth ; for which there is no cause as- 
lable from the attractive power ; which should 
ler detain the rays of light in a perpetual cir- 
Ltion about the sim's centre, Ihan dart them 
h, by so violent a motion, to the remotest Cilst- 
e. But God said. Let there be Ught^ end there 
lights He fireparcd tfic light arid 'he sun. This 
ic best and the most philosophicL.I account that 
ever been given of the productions ol light." 
iin, " If all the fluid which the sun loses in a 
r, were brought ir.to a solid form, it Avould r:ut 
al a grain of sand." 

rilpin in his second sermon observes, " But it 
lysterious, says the deist. Ayt, suiely ; and 
s every pile of grass you trend en. But tl*e 
stion is not v.hether a thine be mysivinoi.b— • 
all things are mysterious — but wlctl.erthe 
stery be supported by evidence ? 'Die pile of 
3s appeals to all nature, for its beinj. tbe vork 
liod : and the iruih of Christ's atone m cut, 
ever mysterious, is supported by evidirce 
ally strong. — It rests on all the evidence thut 
pill re can p;ive it." 

This grtat docti-inc is supported alco by the 
lo;.y cf God's moral government, undti v.hich 
?.ll net CIS a kind of redeemers, and u\ed\«i<^i:>. 



troduction than our own. It is an c 
Jjr implanted in our nature. Guilt al\i 
support." It is said of Leibnitz, 
mentions Ihc sacred books but with 
are Jlllcdy said he, with a morahi 
man. He said also, we ought to 
works of God as \nsely as Socrate 
of Heraclitus, by saying, T/iat ivhic 
phases me ; I believe the rest ivoui 
iesS) if I understood it J* 



' " Man to hiras* 

Is all a miracle, I cannot cse 
The latent cause, yet such I know ' 
That gives the body motion, nor te 
By what strange impulse 'tis, the 
Performs the purposes of will. H 
Shall thoH or I, who cannot span < 
In this our narrow vessel, comprel 
The being of a God. 

ViL: 
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LETTER XIX. 

Tell if thou knewest, why Conscience actg 
With tenfold force, when clckness, age, or pai« 
Stands tott'ring on the precipice of death I 
Or why such horror gnaws the guilty soul 
Of dyin;f sinners, while tlie g'xd man sleeps 
Peaceful and calm ; and \viin a smile exiiives ? 

DR. GLYNN. 
DEAR FRIKND, 

YOU Rsk whether still I am satisfied am 
fileaitid with those parts cf the T^Iemoirs of nv 
Life, in which 1 have made so free with Mr 
Wesley and his people? I answer in the nega 
tive. I am not pleased, or satisfied, on that head 
for the followinj*" i-casons. 

I now think that I have treated serious subject: 
in too light and trifilnfj a manner ; and that som< 
of my stories «liould have bcenomittedt for obvi 
ous reasons. The late Mr. J^adcock says, " Ii 
Warburton's works (against the Methodists) ther« 
is too much Isvity for a lUsh.jp, and too much il 
literate abuse for a Christian." Even while 1 re 
iTiained a freethinker, I sometimes thought that 
had been too severe towards them : as a christian 
I see my faults in a still stronpjer light. A re?, 
relif^ious person will be careful how he speaks o 
the faults and failings of others : nor will he trea 
religious subjects with levity. 

Although I was an infidel when I wrote m; 
Memoirs, yet I was very careful that, in w hat 
wrote 9s;alast the Methodists, nothing shouh 



^ . ^,M.j %A^u.in;iL CllLIlllSl 

cisiHi is by some of those unbeli 
to be pointe<l ai^ainst revealed relij 
by any means I have contributed to 
ing, or hardening any unbelievers 
ty, I am sorry on that account also 
In the latter end of the year 1 
Memoirs were first published, I hj 
cd, to its extent, the pernicious in 
del opinions upon ail ranks in soc 
became better acquainted with the < 
of inlideiity in others. I was sorry 
done, for I was then fully convince< 
neralily of mankind wijl always be 
and bc'tter while under the influtn* 
fanaticism, and even superstition, t! 
have lost all regard to, or sense of 
sides, I held known by myself and o 

want of Snfllirif»ri^ L-»^ir.». .«..-!- 
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common thin:>) ; the reason I flid not understand 
it was because I rend it in ti public :\ti on where it 
was garbled ; 1 have tince found it in its ; roper 
place and state, it is in the third volume of his 
Efiiilius, and from thence I \viji transcribe it. 

* Avoid all those who, un.ler prct^incfc of ex- 
piaiiiinj^ natural cau.':i;'s, pi\r>t the most destruc- 
tive doctrines in the hearts of m-jn ; ar.'l whose 
apparent scepticism is an hundred times more 
tlojjmatical and aflirmativc, than the decisive 
tone of their adversaries. Under the hau;.^hty 
protest of being the only persons v.'ho are truly 
enlightened, honest, and sincere, they subject 
us imperiously to their magisterial decisions, arid 
give us for the true principles of thiui^s, only 
unintelligible systems, which tliey have n.iscd in 
their own imaginations. Add to this, that v/hile 
llicy overturn, destroy, and trample under foot 
every thing that is respectable amon ^ mankind, 
they deprive the afHictcd of the last consolation 
of their miseiy ; and ta'e from the rich and 
powerful the only check to the induii^cnce of 
their passion's ; atid they eraciicato from cur 
hearts the rcnior^e of gu-It, and the hopes of 
virtue ; absurdly boastin;^ themselves at the time 
the friends and benefactors of mankind. Tiic 
truth, say they, can never Ijc huitlul : so far I 
ani of their oninion, and this is^o me a great 
proof that what they tench cannot be true.' 

To the above, Kousiicau adds, in a note, the fol- 
lowing : 

* The contend!".!:^ prr::'"s reciprocally attack 

* each other with so iv. ■ \y sophisms, that it 

* would be a rash ealcr^'/.'^c to undertake to ex^ 



I I'Jiow not whether among indiYidi 
more ecisily met with than the other 
know, that when we speak of a peop 
suppose they would as much abuse 8 
witiiout religion, as they do religion 
losophy ; and this consideration see: 
make a great dliference in the ques 
has proved very acutely, that fanati< 
pernicious than atheism ; and this 
disputed : but he neglected to obs( 
nevertheless lAuts that fanaticism, 
guinary and cruel, is a great and ai 
sion, that it elevates the heait 
makes him look down with conten 
that it is a prodigious spring of ai 
quires only to be duly regulated in 
duce the most sublime virtues ; v\ 
'^'vui-irv. irrclicrion and a philosop 



increase ; by detaching themselves from tlicir 
species, and reducing all their affections to a sel- 
fish egotism, as fatal to population as to virtue. 
The mdifference of a philosopher resembles the 
tranquillity of a state, under a despotic govern- 
ment ; it is the tranquillity of death, and more 
destructive than war itself. Thus fanaticism, 
though more fatal in its immediate effects, than 
vrhatis called the philosophic spirit of the age, 
is much less so in its remoter consequences. 
* Philosophy, on its own principles, cannot be 
productive of any virtue, which does not flow 
from reli-^ion, and religion is productive of many 
virtues, to which philosophy is a stranger. As 
to the practice it is another thing, and remains to 
be examined. There is no man who practices in 
every particular the duties of his reUgion, when 
he has one, that is true : the greater part of 
mankind have hardly any religion at all, and 
practice nothing of what little they have ; 
this also is vei y time : but after all, some 
have religion, and practice it at least in piirt ; 
and it is incontestible, that motives of reiii^icu 
prevent them often from falling into vice, and 
excite to virtuous and commendable actions, 
which they had not performed but for such mo- 
tives. Let a priest be guilty of a breach of 
trust ; whit does this prove but that a blockhead 
had confided in him ? If Pascal himself had 
done it, this would have proved Pasr:d an hypo- 
crite ; but nothing more.— But a priest ! \Vcll, 
and Avhat then ? Are those who make a traffic, 
the tnily religious i" The crimes of the clergy by 
no niervus prove that religion is useless, but tha* 
few persons are religious. 



fanalicism given a greut*.. ... 
munners. This alteralion is 
letters, for we do not find thj 
ture hath flourislicd, humani 
times the more respected ; t 
Athenians, the Egyptians, th 
ors, and the Chinese, are evidc 
the other hand, what deeds of 
have been cHectcd hy the g( 
restitutions and reparations 
tice of confcsL-ioiiS brought a!: 
tholics ? Among us how m 
are eflcctcd, how many ahii' 
fore approaching commui 
Jews, avarice let go its he 
banished from among then: 
their jubilee. Not a begga 
' *^-"ir streets, as there is n 
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* be very much at their case, and would be freed 

* from the trouble of appeasing the former ? It is, 

* therefore, false, that this doctrine is not hurtful ; 

* and therefore it cannot be true. 

* y<Air moral precepts, my philosophers, are 

* very fine ; but pray let me know what sanction you 

* have for them. Forbear a moment to wander 
^ from the point, and tell mc plainly what you sub- 

* stitute in the place of the Poul-Serrho.' 

Although Rousseau in this note allows Bayle's 
assertions to be true, yet I think it is evident that 
in his reasoning on it he has refuted it : and il 
should be remarked, that this author was only ac- 
quainted with a few philosophical atheists whc 
speculated in their closets. What would he have 
said had he lived to see those opinions taught tc 
the valgar, and some of those philosophers guiltj 
of the most horrid crimes ? 

From the examples that we have seen in France 
we should use much caution, even in laudable at 
tempts to eradicate fanatical or superstitious no 
tions from the minds of the common people 
Amongst Mr. Wesley's people there are no doub 
some vtMy sensible men ; that this should be th< 
case with the bulk of them is not to be expected 
It is obvious that neither themselves nor theii 
creed could be corrected or reformed bv the me 
tkod I took ; they were more likely to Vi^vcAs^^^ 

I- 
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LETTER XX. 
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By hope affected virtue keeps the 
** That leads to heaven, and gains i 

** On his support the wretched still 
** Live on his words, and catch t 

" While sweet religion points the v 
** To peace beyond this mortal va 

SEAR FRIEND, 

HAD not my last been so lohj 
added a curious passage from th 
Parr's Spital Sermon, preached at 
upon Easter Tuesday, April 15, 1€ 
that Plutarch, Bacon, and other ; 
men have, s^ir^- ♦^•«* " '* 
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* tlie happiness and the conduct of mankind ? Super 
stition^ it is p:ranted, has many direct sorrows 
but atheism, no direct joys. Superstition admit 
fear, muigltd with hope ; but atheism, while i 
excludes hope, affords a very impcrfec 
security against fear. Superstition is ne 
ver exposed to the dreary vacuity in th 
soul, over which atheism is wont to brood i 
solitude and silence ; but atheism is sometime 
haunted by forebodings scarcely less confusec 
or less unquiet, than those by which superstilio 
is annoyed. Superstition stands a;^hast at th 
punishments reserved for wicked men in anolhc 
state ; but atheism cannot disprove the fionHibilU 
of such a state to all men ; accompanied by cor 
8ciousness,andfrau rht with evils equally dreac 
ful in degree and duration, with those punisl 
ments. Superstition has often preserved me 
from crimes ; but atheism tends to protect ther 
from weakness only. Superstition imposes fres 
restraints upon the sensual appetites, though i 
may often let loose the malignant passions ; bi. 
atheism takes away many restraints from tho< 
appetites, without throwing equal checks urc- 
those passions, under many circumstances v; 
may excite them in the minds of it*, -. ..t 
Superstition is eager from a vic^ouj e>.L(. 
credulity ; but atheism is often ob_»tv f* 
an excess of incredulity, equally vic/^ ^ 
perstition is sometimes docile from . ^ 
weakness ; but atheism is always haug^. 
real or supposed strength. Superstiti* 
and perverts only in consequence of en : 
atheism rejects, and for the most \iart^ c^; j^:..v 



* vvc may witnout tne imputai 
ture to ask, whether the ari^um 
ism be such as usually produce 
and to warrant an unlimited afl 
the imputation of perversencss. 
in haste to apply to the judjjjmcr 
ist, what Taylor eloquently s 
that, like the magnetic needle, 
trembling and uncertainty, ere it 
its beloved point, wavered at 
first it doubted^ and then was a 
could doubt no more." After re 
of rest, atheism may have the 
ing a man from the agitations c 
and the torments of groundless 
it not destroy at the same tii 
which are very salutary in chc« 
tic desires, and calming our 
merits ; and may it not extingi 
too, which seem iieceftsanj to 
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flxhaJes fresh sweetness from the vernal shower ; 
So still, so calm, so tranquUIiz'd the breast, 
When all the fiend-like passions are at rest: 
When Grace and Nature's jarring discord cease. 
And conscience whispers, all within is peace. 

THOUGHTS ON HAPPINESS. 

It is certainly possible eyon for a fanatic, or 
superstitious person to experience sucb i charn 
ing state of mind at times : but it is not possibj 
that an atheist ever should. 

In every addition of my Memoirs, is the fo 
lowing passap;e. 

* I have been often asked if I did not believe, c 

* rather know, that the Methodists were a vil 

* set of hypocrites altogether ? My reply has bee 

* UBiformly in the negative, I am certain tba 

* they are not in genend so : the greater part c 

* them indeed are very ignorant, (which is th 

* case of enthusiasts of every religion ;) but 1 be 

* lieve that a very considerable number of the Me 

* thodists are a sincere^ honest, and friendly [^eo 

* pie. In justice to those of that description, i 
^ may not be amiss to observe, that many a> tful 

* slyt designing persons, having noticed their cha 

* racter, connection, &c. and knowing that a reli 
^ gious person is in general supposed to be hones 
' and conscientious, have been induced \o joir 
' their societies, and by assuming an appearance 

* of extraordinary sanctity, have the better beer 
*. enabled to cheat and defraud such iis m- ere nol 
' guarded against their hypocritical wiles.' 

If at a time when I had sha en hands witii 
Christianity and parted, I was obliged in consci* 

l2 



iiuvc m some measure been aiding 
infidelity. And perhaps what I ha 
also have tended to encourage some 
impenitent sinners, who are ever i 
what might be said in a light, triflinc 
fanaticism or superstition, to any c 
gious worship or conduct that is be 
narv custom of the world. 

1 also think that 1 should not have 
to render the whole of those people 
by so doing 1 have grieved many 
ccrely worshipping God, and, as ' 
the best way and manner it is possil 
him. 

It must be acknowledged that th 
the means of reclaiming and civili: 
norant, hardened and notorious 
whom it were hard to say whether 
brute were most predominate ; yet 
have by them been induced ever ai 
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LETTER XXI. 

Th' insidious slandering; thief is worse 
Than the poor rogue who steals your purse. 

« COTTOSf. 
D£AR .FRIEKD, 

I AM also sorry that in my Memoirs I in; 
^erted two letters, said to be written by Mr. Wes 
ley. When I inserted them, I informed m) 
readers that I copied them from ia pamphlet, enti 
tied " A Letter to the Rev. T. Coke. LL. D. anc 
Mr. Moore, by an old Member (of Mr. ^A'eslcy'i 
Society). I was induced to believe those Jettcr 
to be genuine, partly by their tearing S(;nie re 
semblance to Mr. Wesley's stilp and manner, pu 
more so from the notice which was printed at Xh< 
end of the second letter, apd is as follows. 

Should any one entertain a douht concernir.g th 
foregoing leliem being ivri(te?i by Mr, fyc-'ich^ th 
author can firoduce the original ^for the laiiyf actio, 
of $uch, if they v^ill take the trouble to call c;; th 
publisher, who bus his address, and m// pjtr ther 
to /urn . 

When I transcribed these letters fropi the abov 
pamphlet, the third edition of my Memoirs wa 
in the press ; and as the printer was nturly com 
to the part where I wished them to be introduced 
I sent the copy off in a hurry, and then set oft" t 
mv house at Merton. 

Some time nfter these extraordinart I'^^tters bai 
bsen printed in my Memr/ivs^ I WvV?^ vaa <.\^\\.^<^ ^'^ 
tisiicd that I had om\X.Xv:OL Vo %^ivi \^.\\i ^iv^^- 



^ — ^^««ww v«i«.. <jrt)^iu<us) 1 was mc 
with myself for having inserted th 
moirs. 

In all subsequent editions of tbo 
should have left them out ; but i 
found a place thcre^ had they be 
thought my readers might be d 
think that I had not done right in o 
others that never saw the pamphlel 
I informed my readers I had trai 
might think they were fabricated bj 
I had from conscious guilt left thei 
the whole, I thought it best not to o 
that they are to be found in about tw 
copies of the Memoirs of my life. 

I have ever, in subsequent editiJ 
my readers that I could not be certj 
authenticity, as I had sent to the a' 
quested a 5ight of the orij^^inals, an 
returned the above answer. I also 
pamphlet from whenr.f. T trnn«/-iMK«. 
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posing Mr. Wesley to be the author of the 
f these letters, he could not have been an 
: man, or sincere in what he professed to 
J,. as I ever believed him to be until i saw 
tter. Even while I was an infidel 1 respect- 
1 so much for these (jualiutis^ and his un- 
!d disinterested labours, in what he believed 
he cause of God and the good of mankind* 
always ^'dvt me pleasure to see him pass 
shop. After I had seen those letters 1 was 
in doubt as to his real character. When I 
,ed on his primitive manner of living, his 
ngs, his unparalleled labours for more than 
years together, Sec. I could hardly think it 
lie for a human being to be for such a length 
le, and in such a manner, only acting a 
d part ; for had he been the author of the 
etter, he must have been a hypocrite, or a 
inker, or both. 

ia horrid crime to misrepresent and blacken 
arson's character. 

— •' The dark villain who shall aim 
To blast a fair a:.u snoilcss name, ,,.. 
He sicaU a prccKus j;'.m at^ay, 
Steals whac budi I^dic^4 cant repay.** 

fas still worse to blacken such a person as 
pious man must ackiiowlcdire Mr. VV tsley 

/e been. Notwithstar.ding (what I conceive 
all his cnlhuni.ism and wron:^- opinions, he 

nly was a venofablc character, who served 

od and the Kinp: faithfully. 

n^ much dissaliified with mvsclf for insert- 



fulljr convinced that his hlc was 
sisient with the opinion which 1 
his character ; and whoever will i 
to look over that part of the worl 
be convinced that those two let 
ascribed to him, were fabricated 
b^se purpose. 

Tread on his aibes still, yt ruffiai 
By venal lies defame the sacred di 
With Satan still your feeble malii 
The last poor efibrts of a vanquis' 
T' arraign a saint deceas'd profai 
But look to meet him at the last j 
And horribly recant your hellish i 

JELKOY OS 

I will transcribe the account of 
ii. page 454. Tuesday, March 1 
forenoon he said, ' I will get u 
were preparing: his clothes, he br< 

■>K _ ^ 4-1. n4- ^in^-^H*^ • c<1«<kr] nil wVta-v taTt\tit 
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* Harmg gat him into his chair, they observed 
n change for death. But he, regardless of his 
ing body, said with a weak Toice, ' Lord, Thou 
est strength to those who can speak, and those 

cannot. Speak, Lord, to all our hearts, and 
them know that thou loosest tongues.' He 

:n sung, 

** To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; 
** Who sweetly all agree"— 

' Here his voice failed. After gasping |pr 
ath, he said, * Now we have done all.' He 

1 then laid on the bed, from whence he rose no 
re. After resting a little, he called to those 
o were with him, * To pray and praise.* SooTi 
sr he said, ^ Let me buried in nothing but what 
iroollen ; and let ray corpse be carried in my 
Bn, into the chapel/ And again called upon 
m to ' pray aivd praise ;* and taking each by 

hand, and affectionately saluting them, bade 
m farewell. Attempting afterwards to say 
nething, which they could not understand, he 
ised a little, and then, with all the remaining 
sngth he had, said, ' The best of all is, God 
yith us.* Again, lifting his hand, he repeated 

same words in a holy triumpli, * The best of 
is, Ciod is with us.' Something being given 
nto moisten his lips, he said, * It will not do ; 

must take the consequence. Never mind the 
>r carcase.* Being told that his brother's ^u- 
v was come, he said, ' He giveth his servants 
t;' thanked her as she pressed V\\^\\^xv^\ "^vv^* 
ctionately endeavoured t© '\ii«^ \vt^ * ^^''^ ^^"^"^^ 



titions. 

" Most of the following night he of 
ed to repeat the psalm before mer 
could only get out, ' I'll praise — I'll ; 
Wednesday morning his end drew 
Bradford, nis old and iaithful friend 
the affection of a son, had attende 
years, now prayed with him ; and t 
he was heard to articulate was ' farc\ 

" A few minutes before ten, on th« 
of March, while a number of his ; 
kneeling round his bed, died Mr. o 
without a groan. He was in the c 
year of his age ; had been sixty -five 
ministry ; and the preceding pages i 
ing memorial of his uncommon zcr 
and usefulness in his Master's wor 



Vo9 

a certain part of his income, but all he had ; his 
own wants provided for, he devoted all the rest to 
the necessities of others. He entered upon this 
good work at an early period. We are told when 
lie had thirty pounds a year, he lived on twenty- 
eight, and gave away forty shillings. The next 
year icceiving sixty pounds, he still lived on 
twenty-eight, and gave away two-and-thirty. The 
third he received ninety pounds, and gave away 
sixty-two. The fourth year he received one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds, still he lived on twenty- 
eight, and gave to the poor ninety-two." In this 
ratio he proceeded during the rest of his life ; and 
in the course of fifty years, it has been supposed, 
lie gave away between twenty and thirty thousand 
pounds. 

I have said before, in my Memoirs, that he left 
Jjchind him, at his death, 4/. 1 On. 

lam. 
Dear friend, 

Your's. 



LETTER XXII. 



Wiih eloquence innate his tongue was arm'd : 

Mho* har^h the precept, yet the preacher charm 'd. 

For letting down the golden chain from hiy;h, 

;lc drew )\\s audience upward to the sky. 

Yle bore hii great commibiion in his look : 

V •/. swcetlv tenipcr'd awe ; and iofi'ned all he spoke, 



* •» till* uy rwies severe nis lite he squai 
That all might see the doctrine which th 
For priests, he said, are patterns for the 
(The gold «f Heav'n bears the God imp 
But when the preciows coin is kept unci 
The Sovereign's image is no longer seen 
If they be foul, on v»rhom th6 people trus 
Well may the baser briass contract a rusi 
Ever at hand was he without request, 
To serve the sick ; to succour the distre 
Tempting on foot alone, without affrigh 
The dangers of a dark tempest'ous nigh 
Such was the saint ; who shone with cv< 
Reflecting, Moscs-like. his Maker's Fac 
wod saw his image lively was expressed; 
And his new work, as in creation, bless' 

dryden's coo 

DEAR FRIEJTD, 

I HOPE you will excuse me if 
©ne letter more on Mr. Weslev, as ] 
such an extraordinary person must be 
to every curious observer of human n 
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ained by his death. Upon a fair account it 
ears to be such, as not only annihilates all th^. 
'oachcs that have been cast upon him ; but 
i as does honour to mankind, at the same time 

it reproaches them. His natural and acquir- 
ibilities, were both of the highest rank. His 
rehension was lively and distinct ; his learn- 

extensive. His judgment, though not infal- 
:, in most cases excellent. His mind was 
fast and resolved. His elocution was ready 
clear, graceful and easy, accurate and unaf- 
ed- As a writer, his style, though unstudied, 

flowing with natural ease, yet for accuracy 
perspicuity, was such as may vie with the best 
ers in the English language. Though his 
per was naturally warm, his mannex's were 
tie, simple and uniform. Never were such 
py talents better seconded by an unrelenting 
severance in those courses, which sinj;ular 
owments, and his zealous love to the interests 
nankind marked for him. His constitution 

excellent ; and never was a constitution less 
sed, less spared, or more excellently applied, 
n exact subservience to the faculties of his 
id. His labours and studies were v/onderfuj. 
t latter were not confined to theology only, but 
.^nded to every subject that tended, citlicr to 
improvement, or the rational entertainment 
he mind. 

f we consider the readin?: he discovered by it- 
', his writings, and his other labours by them- 
es, any one of them will a^^^"2L>: ^xx'^^.^^X-*^^ 
e kept a person of ordma.Y'^ ^'^^\\cAiXv:i'^^^^^ 
n£r the \rb.c.'j?, o£ his Ilk. Iw^V^i^^-) \N\^w 



his generation, by temperance and 
His friends and followers have no r 
ashamed of the name of Methodist h 
ed upon them : as, for an uninterrupt 
years, he has given the world an insi 
possibility of living without wiasting a 
and of the advantage of a regular di; 
time, in discharging the important 
purposes of life. Few ages have m 
such a public testimony of the vali 
and perhaps none have had a more ( 
example of the perfection, to which tl 
ment of it may be carried. 

*' As a minister, his labours were u: 
and such as nothing could have sup: 
under, but the warmest zeal for the c 
taught, and for the eternal interests o: 
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" To finish the portrait. Examine the tenor a? 
MS life, and it "vrill be found self-evidently incon- 
listent with his being a slave to any one passion or 
>ursuit, that can fix a blemish on his character. 
Df "what use were the accumulation of wealth to 
lim, who, through his whole course, never al- 
owed himself to taste the repose of indolence, or 
5ven of the common indulgence in the use of th© 
lecessaries of life. Free from the partiality of 
my party, the sketcher of this excellent charac- 
:er, with a friendly tear, pays it as a just tribute to 
he memory of so great and good a man, who 
vhen alive was his friend.'' 

Page 479, Dr. Whitehead says, « The follow^ 
ng, so far as it goes, is an accurate and beautiful 
»icture of this extraordinary man." 

" Very lately, I had an opportunity, for some 
lays together, of observing Mr. Wesley with at- 
ention. I endeavoured to consider him, not so 
nuch with the eye of a friend, as with the impar- 
iality of a philosopher ; and I must declare, every 
lOur I spent in his company, afforded me fresh 
easons for esteem and veneration. So fine an 
•Id man I never saw. The happiness of his mind, 
•earned forth in his countenance. Every look 
hewed how fully he enjoyed ' The gay remem- 
rance of a life well spent :* and wherever he 
rent, he diffused a portion of his own felicity, 
^asy avid affable in his dcraf^'anour, he accommo- 
ated himself to every sort of company, and 
hewed how happily the most finished courtesy 
lay be blended with thie most perfect piety. In 
is conversation, we might be at loss whether t© 

m2 



embittered his discourse : do appl 
spcct to past times, marked his pn 
tent. In him, even o!d age appear 
like an evening "without a cloud; ai 
possible to observe him without wish 
* may my latter end be like his V 

" 1 find myself unequal to the tasl 
ing such a character. What I have 
some appear as panegyric ; but the 
bers, and those of taste and discc 
who can bear witness to the truth, tl 
means to the perfectness of the skeU 
tempted. With such I have been f 
company ; and eveiy one of them, 
suadcd, would subscribe to all I haw 
my own part, I never was so happy a 
him, and scarcely ever fcflt more poig 
than id partinfr with him • frv^ ^r,^u 



his tttotives were itaputed to the lov6 ofp6- 
ity, ambition, and lucre. It now appears h« 
ctuated by a disinterested regard to the im- 
il interest of mankind. He laboured, and 
;di and preached, and wrote, to propagate, 
he believed to be the gospel of Christ, The 
rals of those engagements were employed in 
•ning and regulating the concerns of his nu- 
us societies ; assisting the necessities, solv- 
le difficulties, and soothing the afflictions of 
earers. tie observed so rigid a temperance, 
llowed himself so little repose, that heseem- 
be above the infirmities of nature, and to act 
►endently of the earthly tenement he oceu- 

rhe recital of the occurrences of every day 
s life would be the greatest encomium. 
Had he loved wealth, he mi:;^ht have accu- 
tcd without bounds. Had he been fond of 
r, his influence would have been worth court- 
y any party. I do not say he was without 
tion ; he had that which Christianity ncad not 
I at, and which virtue is proud to confess. I 
>t mean that which is grafted on splendour 
arge 'Possessions ; but that which commands 
learts and affections, the honiage and grati- 
, of thousands. For him they felt sentiments 
neration, only inferior to those they pay to 
en : to him they looked as their father, their 
factor, their guide to glory and immortality : 
im they fell prostrate before God. with pray- 
nd tears, to spare his doom, and prolong his 
Such a recompcnce as this is sufficient tu 
f the vAh of the longest life. Short of this, 



rit was neither damped by difficu 
by age. This was ascribed by 
power of DiviHe grace ; by the "^ 
asm. Be it what it will, it is wh 
must envy, and infidels respect ; 
gives energy to the soul, and 
there can be no greatness or here 

" Why should we condemn tl 
which we applaud in every othe 
pursuit ? He had a vigour and eh 
which nothing but the belief of tl 
and presence could inspire. Thi: 
round his infirmities, changed his 
mto a triumphal car, and made h 
coaia rather than a dissolution. 

" He was qualified in every bran 
he was well versed in the learn 
Metafihyaicsy in Oratory, in Logic 
and every requisite of a Christian 
style was nervous, clear, and manl 



> he dedicated all the pewcrs ©f body and 
; at all times and in all places, in season and 
season, by gentleness, by terror, by argu- 
by persuasion, by reason, by interest, by 
motive and every inducement, he strove 
m wearied assiduity, to turn men from the 
)r their ways, and awaken them to virtue and 
)n. To the bed of sickness, or the couch of 
irity ; to the prison, the hospital, the house 
iming, orthe house of feasting, wherever 
was a friend to serve, or a soul to save, be 
T repaired ; to administer assistance or ad* 
eproof or consolation. He thought no office 
miliating, no condescension too low, no un- 
ing too arduous, to reclaim the meanest of 
offspring. The souls of all men were e- 
precious in his sight, and the value of an 
tal creature beyond all estimation. He 
atcd the abodes of wretchedness and igno- 
to rescue tlie profligate from perdition ; 
communicated the light of life to those who 
larkness and in the shadow of death. He 
sd the outcasts of society, into useful mcm- 
and civilized even savages, and filled those 
th prayer and praise, that had been accus- 
only to oaths and imprecations. But as the 
est religious impressions are apt to become 
d without discipline and practice, he divided 
ople into classes and bands, according; to 
.ttainments. He appointed frequent meet- 
X prayer and conversation, where they gave 
ount of their experience, their hopes and 
their joys and troubles ; by nvI\\c\\ \cv<i.'ax\^ 
crc xmiiQ^ to each olV\fir, ^wC^ Vq \\\^\t c^^c^x- 



i^rncc ana viriuc. i nua nc j^o»v»a.wvi »», 
cd iiis numerous societies, watching their 
nicnt with a paternal care, and encoura 
to be faithful \o the entl." 

Page 484. " The fij^ure of Mr. Wesl< 
markable. His stature was low ; his hi 
ily in every period of life, the reverse of > 
and expressive of strict temperance, an< 
al exercise ; and notwithstanding his si 
his step was firm, and his appearance, 
a few years of his death, vigorous and 
His face, for an old man, was one of lh< 
have setn. A ckar, smooth forehead 
line nose, an eye the brightest and mos 
that can be conceived, and a freshnes 
plexion scarcely ever to be found at his 
i repressive of the most perfect health, 
to render him a venerable and interest 
Few have seen him without being stru 
anDearancc : and manv, who had be< 

i » « 
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had a strong character of acuteness and penctrii- 
tion. 

" In his dressy he was a pattern of neatness an(^ 
simplicity. A narrow, plaited stock, a coat with a 
small upright collar, no buckles at his kiijees, nc 
silk or velvet in any* part of his apparel, and r 
head as white as snow gave an idea of something 
primitive and apostolic ; while an air of neatnes* 
and cleanliness was diffused over his whole per 
son." 

Perhaps I cannot conclude this letter better thai 
"With the' following lines : 

A dying Saint can true believers rtoum ? 
Joyful they see their Friend to heaven return 
His animating words their souls inspire. 
And bear them upwards on his ca/ of Fire : 
His looks when language fails, new life impart ; 
Heav«n in his looks and Jesus in his heart; 
He feels the Happiness that cannot fade> 
With everlasting Joy upon his Head. 
Starts from the liesh, and gains liis native skies ; 
Glory to God on high !- -the Christian dies ! 
Di.es from the world, and quits his earthly clod. 
Dies, and receives the crown by Christ bestow 'd, 
£)ies into all the life and plenitude ol^God' 

WF.SLrV. 



* Unto thee, my bleeding^ I.ora, 

* However late, I turn : 

' Yes ; I yield, I yield at last, 

' Listeu to thy speaking blood, 
' Me, with all my &ins I case 

* On my atoning God.' 

DEAR FRIEND, 

I. HAVE lately, on more than on 
been oblip^ed to subscribe to the tr 
words of Christ. I/' any man will do 
my Father^ he shall i?iow of the doctrh 
tffach whether it be of God. I am mor 
convinced, that if we do not love dark 
than lights this light will shine more at 
our minds, and dispel the mists and < 
which we are by nature and sin envi 
that the perfect day will at last burst t 
^^ ' ^"'^ thfn it is that we und 
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ditioa of my fellow- creatures around me : tke 
}wing lines hare often been mournfully repeat- 
>y me : 

' Ye simple bouU that stray, 
' Fa.r from the path of peace, 
* (That lonely, unfrequented way) 

* To life and happiness, 

« Why will ye folly love, 

* And throng the downward road^ 

' And hate the wisdom from above, 

* And tnock the sons of God ?^ 

Ibout twelve months since I sent for sone 
ap relijpous books, viz. The Whole Duty of 
n, the Great Importance of a religious life, 
ctcr*iB Call to the Unconverted, Brown's His- 
f and Doctrine of the New Testament, Gil- 
'sXivea of Truman, Atkins and Baker, and 
ious others ; some of which I gave away, 
era. I left at a poor man's house to be by him 
t to such of the farmers, or poor people, as 
old read them. And .1 had reason to think 
t aome littla good was done, by thus giving 
m. an opportunity of reading without any ex- 

ICC. 

To some young men whom I thought would 
: read religious books, 1 lent Robinson Cru- 
;'s Adventures, and some other moral and en- 
taining works, in order to employ them in the 
iter evenings, and by this means prevent them 
m spending their evenings in bad company, 
r young women I got Susan Gray, The Work- 
use, See. I also got many of a cheap edition 
Addisoa's Evidences of the ChrUuvev ^v-^Kv^^a^^ 

N 



CC! COUl'SC Ui 4»*w, 

cerns ; aiid I perceived thai those t«p 
serious observations, niade some littk 
in the conduct of several. 

1/ist sunmicr, bein;^ in Taunton, aA 
of Mr. J. Smith, brother to my first wi 
brought in a parcel of those religious ti 
arc published l>y the Religious Tract S 
sold chean bv T. Williams* Statioi 
Lud gate-street, London. I had heard 
there was sucii a society established 
not where their tracts could be had ; 
know that they were such as were prof 
into the hands of the poor ; so that I 
pleased with an opportunity of prociir 
them. I took one of eacU of more 
sorts ; and when I got home, Mrs. L 
them over to;j;cther, in order to know 

'• — "-^^"ri nl^road, and t 



ted, ^t' I did aat ftpfAeve of tfaat tract entitle 
"The Good Old W^, or the ReJjgion of o. 
Porefitdierst uexphkined in the Articles, Litur;' 
"Wid Homi&es of the Church of England, brief 
displa^tng Man's Ruin by Sin ; hia Recovery e 
Acted by Chriat; and his Gratimiic, expresat 
by Obedience.'' Over Xh6 titie of this I wrot 
*f netbodntiul," and would not send for one ' 
thaa ; on aemal others I wrote, " rather m 
thotfiatical,^ m^ of such I temt but for a few, ar 
those I intended fori'some of the most ignoraj 
tD& the most hardened : for I was not so muc 
prejudiced i^ainat the Methodiits as to wish nn 
leUow-crettturea to live in ain and ignorance rathi 
than become Me thcdistat but contd haye bet 
lieartH]' glad to haTo wen the bulk of mankii 
inm MethodJBtai rather than continue to live t 
tliougii (h^ Trcrc not accountable creatures,' — i 
thoi);h tb«n v%a DO future state, ia which tl 
nicked v'l^ \te puniahed, and tlie rHthteou» r 
warded; or,, in piber words, whei"* every ms 
shall receiye -according e» Ma KorJct Aa-ve beet 
■n'hcihfr good tr I/ad.. Still I was not thorou>;hl 
scnsil>1e of nian'a uttf r inabiiit}' to do any tbin^ i 
himself towards his acceptanct with God ; thi 
tahiation ia bt/ grace, and justification by failh i 
the, blood of Christ ; of having peace with Goi 
•nd an usurance of his pardoniug mercy ; an 
(Ar laoe qf God shed abroad in our heart*. Thci 
^ere subjects that did not much please me, 
' ffiA not at this time deny that a very few of tk 
highly ftivonred people of God niiij;}it, posstbl; 
^ blesaed with the knowledge of their being n 
ejififuled to God ; but ai to it bein^ tbe con^^v.*; 
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my poor OMf nooui » %•» ^^ . ^ 
-Bcnaeof their wicked wajr of Mfe) I«eB 
thrc€ thousand of- themy snd SHmf 
4iavc already giren mway to 'th« funntbi 
•rtf lokitenh Ito. The more ( «ifi| 
time and money in attempts tb he Mn 
the souts aixl bo(fiet*of my felloir cm 
mora I was dsposed tttrwarda religtooa 4 
enabled to etter into the <pHc of relif 
wished Ibfthe miad ttat was In Chriit 
degpree of ardor^ Mrs. L. alio pMJoa 
the same dk|MMiiaoli t «o that M b^Ast 
us so well at thaae that tttamtA off difl 
We had» same lime befiMre thte) •^Ifei 
romaneesy and booltiB of a triflBng na 
I we even neglected historyy toyages : 
ke. not that we thought it wrong to 
*■ •' *-— •««^ wc fenOd laOre.{>Ieuure 



r*I hacl inserted in my. MemoitnMhe ivwitiicrt Miai 

P Iferc -micribW? to Mr. Wesley.- tlle> joined wit 1^ 

,' mio 'MshiD^ that -I 'h6d' not b^enso impostc 

- uponu' Not long^ after tbishe blneu^ht from Bm 

I toi Dr; Wkkehead's Life o£ Mn -Wesley, 2 vols 

■ itd. L bftvtni; exfirejiseda msh to sec in what stat« 

of inind Mr. Wesley died- A ft or having satis 

fied myself on that head, I returned the set o 

booksy as I hiad-np imcbtibh to> read ainy more o 

the work^ but f he 'account of his death. ^ Jp Spring 

last, I wish^ again to sfte' the account of hii 

death, and I sent to the Temple'of the Muses fci 

the work ; and af'.er I had again rend the actbun 

of his death, ^nd his phtfrapter, nsdr^'Urn by scvc 

nil hands, .and tranieHlr(*d'tfai1enii'as In^twofqrnne 

letters you hare seen^'I put by the set of books 

having Sfx inpiinatipn :ta .be ipfifie acquainted witl 

hit ministerial proceedings, ^m after having 

readsvc^ai nUtnber of tradts, as inehiidned above 

and various vdltiints in divinity, a*nd tnuch in th< 

bible) I again took up D/. WhiteKcad's Life c 

Mr. WisFfeyy and as 1 saw by the title page, thji 

it t^taine^ an atcouni of Mr. Wesley's arxestor 

a:nd telations, the life of Mr. Charles Wesley 

I * (whom I had often heard preach,), and a history « 

Methodism',! requested Mrs. L. to help me ii 

. uadingitthrotigh. 

/' \T6 dtscribe the conflict, and the different com 
niotions which passed in my mind while we wci 
reading this excellent work, is Impossible. 
have been instriicted, delighttfl, much con frund 
ed> and troubled. That divine power which ha 

been felt by thousands and tfii\s Qi\\iO\>&^\N3^'!^N:2^^ 

« «5 
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and irii»licaA*^«« ^^^ ™7 »««»•. **• 
lovf, were iwcctly ningM ^f^^^ 
I once more, «ftcp iOUMa^f f«««% * 
#f wikat tfkese Jtoc» «xprc»* 



. V 



• The gocUf gtirf. th« pl«Ml«»iP "W^ 
< Tlic meltiogft of » broken hcmrt ; 

• The icfiag eye, the |eel>^ *^^» 

• The mjstic |o/ tif pettitenee. 

^''The finldeM ihtme, the eireet ^ii 

'• Th* unutteraWe tciiaenieie» 
< Th« gee«ia«, week hBmiKtj, 

• The woader, * why tech Uve to q^ 

« The ^erwhethilng: power oC ttivlnj 

• Tho tight th»i veUi-theteWiph** ft 

• Th«>pe€chleM »w« thet <Urei aei 

• And ftil the lUent heayen ef 4e^t^ 

I was how convinced that the jiai 
God, which forty years since wwfi 

1 _ j:..t^^ -MA-IUw • 



Afid evtrlwttaf loi^e : 
W.O flw with thy .mr Mtmc tirt f W«fi 
iHirdoa, «jidholinMf|MdhMK?tii. • 

Jtsns, m]r all m Ul thorn ftirt, 
M^ fttt in toll; fitf «»te in pilii. 

The mcd'cHie of jny broken heirr i 
In war my poKC^ in lots my fafatg 

My tmile beneath the trrant't frown* 

In thamc my glory and my crowiu . 



Dear friendi 



LETTER XXIV. 



46lhye eold*heartedt frosen,'for4ialxiul 
Ob tiich a theme, 'tis impious to he calmt 
Paction is reason* transport t^per, b€re* 
Shall heaY'n, whkh gave ns av^br* and hat shewn 
Her own for man so strott|ty, ^t disdain 
What smooth cm^Uentsin thcwogy, 
Keoombent virtue's ^owiny -doctors preaeh» 
That prose <^f piety, a lukewarm praise ? 
Kise odors sweitt from incense uninjlafn*d f 
Devotion, when lukewarm, is undevont; 
Bnt when it g^ows, its heat is struck to heav'n ; 
To human hearty the gulden harps are strung ; 
High heav'a's orchestra chaunts amen to man. 

Ta/k they of moralt \ O, Wo^ blc«S^ttl|| '^ 

Tht grand morality \a \«ve el Onia^. 

Thou jnoit indulgent, nvoat Vt^tntrpA^^"^ '^^ 
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"JVd^t bia'n the trots ; *nd worK r«» «. 

i he greatest I ihat thy d«arest far might b 



DEAR FRIEND, 

DIVINE truths now rushed upon 
flood, and swept away all objections. 

* Pec] the ^rg 't truths, which burnt the tciv 

* Of heathen error, with a gOiden flocd 

* Of cnilcss day : To feel, is to be fir'd ; 

* And to bciicve, Lorenzo, is to feel." 

I am at last constrained to acknov 
the ml J.; hi y power of Ciod has been 
from the bcginnirft^ amonj^st the Met 
that the same Almic^hty ft.rm js stlf 
ovciiurning the kingdom of darjcn- 

^*^ f»T»m tlarkness to lif 
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* All p«wer it to our Jelvt^ given i 

* O !«r. eftftli't tcMllout ions h« tdlffis ; 

* H« mitdly rolei tiM hot tt of lie»vcn» 

' And holds the powers of hell in chsuns.* 

I now can sqtrpely think it possible ^r an m 

ejudiccfji penon to read the Life of Mr« Wea 

f, and not acknowledge that the patii he took 

id ever i^ter oontinned in^ was pointed out by 

e finger of God. By going out into the streetSy 

gbways and hedgea, and calling ^nilers to re- 

mtanccy and preaching salvation hj grace to a 

It worldi what couptiess numbera bare thrown 

»wn the weapons ^liieir rebellion, and enlisted 

kder the banner of th^Qrois. Sinnera-oif every 

Acription have been oompeHoii to epxatna. Oid, 

ring» hardened, ninnmhave Wb Baadejiuinble 

i gentle aa iambs. The wisoi in the things of 

I worldf have given-up' their wisdomy and have 

ome teachable jmi littte cbiMten* The self* 

iteous have been bcpught tfenbling to the foot 

le crofSy where Uiey gladly accept of pardon 

salvation as.^/fcee, unmeiiled gift of G 

igh Christ; and fftelingly join ia aingsB||^ 



I the chief of slnneiji .sir i 
Yet Jesttsdied ibr me \ 



f 



ti astonished that no more o!F ttibse good> 

leaning ministers, (for many such there 

)th in the church of England and also 

It the Dissenters,) who have a concem-fpr 

fare of mankind* and would gladly turn sin* 

m the error of their ways, but yet from. 

year, and even for ten^ VwtJ^Vf >^>3f^>^^ 



they hear the swearer Dia&pnc ii*^ ^ 

they see the sabbath-day still profaaet 
tion and aduUery are still pi-actised ; ■ 
continues unholy still ; parents still bri 
children in forgetfulness of their Great 
things of another world. 

In short, when they d!e> they lea' 
creatures over whom they were overs 
bad% or worse slate than they f6und th< 

How is it that isuch meii do not reflc 
that sonusthin^ xniist be fatally wrong i 
matter or manner of their preaching ? 

These gentlemen- will occasifxially c 
incfficacy of moral philosophy to r 
kind. They will point 6ut the dep 
which the heathen world Was in b 
came. ■ They will clearly prove that i 
■♦Mnoist br Socrates, Aristotle, Piatt 
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— * The great truths which burst <he tenfold night 
Of hcaiheiierrori with a golden flood 
Of endless day.* 

'alk they of morals ? Oh, thou bleeding love !. 

*he grand morality is love of thee. Youxe. 

• It is said, that when Baxter first came to Kid- 
tninster, he found it overrun with ignorance 
I profaneness. He found but a single house or 
», that lised daily family prayer m a whole 
;«t ; and, at his going away, but'ohc family or 
) could be found, in some streets, that conti- 
:d in the neglect of it. And on Lord's day, in- 
id of the open profallation to which they had 
n so long accustomed, a person in passing 
ougfh the town, in the intervals of public wor- 
p, mi i^ht overhear hundreds of families engaj^- 
in singing psalms, reading the scriptures, or 
er good books, or sudh sermons as they had 
en down on hearing them delivered from the 
pit. The number of his stated communi- 
,ts it?se to six hundred ; of whom he himself 
lared, there were not twelve concerning whose 
:cre piety he had not reason to entertain good 
les. Blessed be God the religious spirit which 
i thus happily introduced, is yet t^ be traced 
he town ajid neighbourhood, in some degree." 
The wonderful effects produced by tlie preach - 
, and other labour* of the late Mr. Fletcher, 
^ladeley, are pretty well known. I wish every 
lister of the p:ospcl would read his Portrait of 
Paul, as published by Mr. Gtiipin. It is an. 
client work. The various traits in St. Paul's 
ractcr ave drawn in a masterly mwmer \ -i^x^V 



"'CcT;." wilTnad .tat .»ls, .»4 D, 
he>./« Lite of Mr, Woky, ««»» 'e*^ 

Ihmntl.ei- foOTdMion can no n." W 

Uichi. .itcdi- Hid, «i"*"t'"!^ 

„.. by thu. p«»chi»5 Chr.a, .tat Ihg 
were converted by one sermon, preRCf»B( 

i ie»«t.tfce'n^?".'''«'^'^r^^':e' ; T 

i i. iassaf .tw i»it? '~>, , ' 
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re ever after lived so as to adorn the gospel of 
irist in all things ; so that the ^yorld have taken 
3wledge of them that they had been Vfith Jesus, 
le life that they henceforth lived was by the 
th of the Son of God, who loved them, and 
ve himself for them, to redeem them from 
s present evil world, and hereafter from the 
ath of God, which is ready to be manifested 
linst all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
in. * 

* Jesus the prisoner's fetters breaks, 

' And bruises Satan's head; 

* Power tnto strengthless souls it speaks, 

' And life into the dead. 

* His only righteousness they shew, 

* His saving faith proclaim ; 

* 'Tis all their business here below, 

' To cry, Behold the lamb!' 

rhus does God by the foolishness of preaching 
^e them that believe. By this " foolish preach- 
;,** as it is called by the world, the hearts and 
es of thousands and tens of thousands have 
tn totally changed ; drunkards became sober ; 
jltcrers became chaste ; the covetous were 
ide liberal ; the extravagant, careful ; and the 
)st ignorant were made wise unto salvation, and 
le to give a rational account of the religion of 
irist ; the brutish were civilized ; the passion- 
; were made gentle ; the proud were made 
mble and meek ; the cruel and hard-hearted 
re made merciful and tender-hearted ; the un- 
it became just in all their dealings ; slanderers 
d backbiters were made partakers of that love 



ed for the Rin-i; and aJl in ai.^ — 
and their encoui-agers, learned to 
Cxsar the things that arc Cxsars ; sa 
el's leamed to spend that day in religi 
and pious exercises ; the idle becai 
ous. In short, like the apostles, the 
. 'vvorld wpside down, knowledge arose 
ranee, order out of confusion, li^ht 
ncss, happiness out of misery, heave 
Who can reilcct on these wondc 
without acknowlcdiring tiiat this : 
iK>rk of Cod ? The powers of earth 
ai thousand times been stirred uf 
work in vain. The gates of hell V 
able to prevail against it. It has in 
creasing, and God grant that it nia 
minished, but increased a thousand 
^^' '^at says my old friend to all i 



:\i^-.u: .!,„ 



A WVr 



* Fly, sinners, fly into the arms 
• Of everlasting love.* 



I am, 

Dear friend, 

Yoiir's. 



LETTER XXV. 



• The weary and burthen'd, the reprobate race ; 

• All wait to be pardon'd, thro* Jesus's grace. 

* In Jesu*s compassion the sick find a cure : 

* And gospel salvation is preach'd to the poor.* 

DEAR FRlEJr75, 

HAVING those serious views of sacred sub- 
jects, I was more than ever desirous that tlie pooi 
ignorant, thoughtless people in my neighbour- 
hood should be awakened and made sensi])Ie ol 
their dreadful state ; but how to effect this I waa 
at a loss : for in giving away the religious tracts, 
I found that some of the farmers and their chil- 
dren, and also three-fourths of the poor, could 
not read ; that some of the farmtrs hated the 
clergy on the score of tythes ; so that some oi 
those that now and then went to church were nol 
likely to receive benefit from those they hated. 
Others of them would neither go to church them- 
selves, nor let their families go. Many of the 
poor also livtd in the total neglect of all public 
worship; and spent the sabbath, some in ale- 
houses, othei^s at pitch-and-toss, fives, and other 
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m tne manner menlioned above 
farmers in general observe the sab 
than the poor ; their time is ofte 
shewing their cattle, sheep, hogs, & 
in letting jobs of work ; in vicwini 
has been done in the w^cek, or ir 
what is to be done the week ensuir 
each other, and making merry, &c. 
yard is called the market. Here, b 
the service^ they talk over tJie pri 
goods sold for in the "wcck past, i 
intend to sell for the next week. 

I was also affected to see the c 
poor broii^^ht up in ii^norance and 
four years since, I and a few of n 
began a Sunday and day school, yet 
some could not be prevailed upon 
< hildren to it, and the few that dc 
rornipted by the wicked examples 
them by their parenjts, and oilier ( 
vcrv littlp p'oofl i« *"'^ ^^^ ,v,-*-- -^ ' <* 



rs, and having laughed at and ridiculed them, 
may suppose that my feelings on this occa- 
were not very pleasant ; but I knew that they 
learned of their divine Master to return good 
2vil, and that they also went about doing good, 
made it the grand business of their lives to 
1 sinners to fly from the wrath to come ; so 
at last I went to Thornbury, and found out a 
tleman who is a member of their small society 
e, and desired that the next preacher that 
e there would do me the faveur of calling on 
On Saturday the 1st of October, 1803,'Mr. 
rd, one of the preachers in the Durslcy cir- 
, paid me a visit. To this excellent young 
i I communicated my concern for the stupid, 
' unhappy wretches around me ; and although 
liad to preach three tinies the next day, at 
I in the morning and at half past five in the 
ling at Thornbury, and at Elberton, three or 
• miles from Thornbury, at two ; and although 
lealth is so much impaired by preaching, that 
as lately thought that he never would be able 
reach more ; yet thiskind-hetrted young man 
2rfully agreed to, and did preach on a Com.- 
1 called Alveston Down, a quarter of a mile 
n my house, at eleven o'clock, to about sixty 
jeventy people, small and great. All were 
and attentive. Mrs. L. conversed with some 
hem afterwards, who expressed thankfulness 
having heard a sermon that they could under- 
d, as they said that they could not understand 
sermons at church, because thtre were so 
ly fine words in them. Blessed be God the 
r have the gospel preached unto them, in & 

o 3 
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i am very confident that not one i 
country conjircgations arc able to 
ivhat they hear preached. What a i 
the clergy, particularly such as live 
try^ do not, in their compositions, 
fine, plain language of the common 
But to retuni from this digression. 

Tliat I should again hear a Metho 
under a liedge was matter of surprie 
v^•as m\ich more surprising, the pi 
Tiotice that ll-erc M'ould be preaching 
oa the f vcnir.f.^ »if the Friday se'nnip 
This afl'air lias been, and is still, tl 
c:/:'Vcr.%ation for many miles around 
varidiis parts of England and Wales 
tliis exlraorviinary news nearly throi 
dniYi. Perhaps you will be a little su 
I inform you, that Mrs. L. on the cv 
went about iKrce miles round part < 
culling at every cottage in her wa 

*'t.. -^ i] ,r n c»»rmnn 'iVfWlhl be nrCi 



leased to hear such an excellent discourse, and 
le so -well adapted to the understandings of the 
earers. Mr. Ward, the preacher, is not quite 
irec and twenty years of age, and if he con ti- 
nes to preach as much as he has done for three 
sars past, I fear that he will not live to be mnch 
der. But he is so 2ealou8 in his Master's cause, 
) intent on bringing poor lost sinners to Christ, 
lat he cares but little about his body. He is 
le^'of Madeley, where Mr. Fletcher was vicar ; 
id although he was not converted under his 
peaching, yet he appears to partake much of the 
ime spirit that actuated that extraordinary ser- 
int of God. I also heai^ Mr. Ward that day at 
ne o'clock in the morning, and at half past five 
. the evening, in Mr. Wesley's chapel in Thorn- 
iry. All his serpions were excellent, and I 
und it ivas good to be there, 
1 believe we should have had a much larger con* 
'egation on the Down, had not about five hun- 
•ed volunteers been at that time exercising about 
ilf a mile from where Mr. Ward preached. 
To break the Subbath seems to b.e a wrong way 
conquer our enemies. Our churches arc neai- 
empty at those times ; ais the people of all de-* 
riptions are drawn to the place of exercise, 
here, cakes, gingerbread. Sec. arc hawked about 
r sale ; so that it appears more like a fair dar , 
an the Lord's day. 

I am, 

Dear friend, Your's. 
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NOTWITHSTANDING j 

s.»ifl agai:ist the Methodists in the I 
^ .i.''j. an ini ■martial observer may s 
in; ovii :ir.-.oiim, that those peopU 
ri^M! l,cnL.''.iI; to me. The very g 
V. i./j^i look place in my life after I 1 
y. ..:■*, must have been rcTnarke( 
I'unj, I Tcis a thoughtless, caveles 
i:')ii t'vut hour I was totally chani? 
iu\.vii)-is to learn 10 read, and it w 
1: -i I ?.) istantly read ten chaptei 
evt i'v' day. I also read and learr 
:\;ii;i;)iis irar.is. For about five 
vr y ivr«'»i')us life, but throuj^h 
y; ; . ;.'V .roomie and carried away \ 
sc.".:. t . oT .', contested eleciion. A 
.J. y. •».!• in vicv:, by only once hearir 
V--. v"'-.' 1 v."i."> eiVcctually pr'jva 
r.-. ■■':'.: ■ I'lV sinful practices, and 
iiV' : J <.!,- fear of God. About t 



in 

Jie ftill assi4rance of hope.— Although during 
iny wife's iIIni<Rs and death, 1 lay in a state that 
iras thoug^ht to be past recovery, yet even in this 
lituation I w as so happy as even to astonish some 
r^ho visited me. 

The readers of my Life may also recollect, 
hat the Methodists visited me and my v^^ife dur- 
ng this great affliction : and, my business being 
It a stand, (in consequence of my having no one 
o attend to my customers), they lent me money 
o defray the expences incurred durincj my long 
llness, and locked up my shop, to prevent me 
rom being plundered of all I had. I might also 
nention many other favours that I received from 
hem, which made me say in my Life, that' they 
rere " in general a friendly, honest-hearted, sin- 
:erc people.'* 

I perhaps ought also to observe, that if I had 
lever heard the Methodists preach, in all proba- 
ttlity I should have been at this time a poor, vag- 
fcd, dirty cobler. peeping out from under a l)ulk 
ifith a snufi/ npse and a long beard ; for it was 
>y their preaching that I was taught to call upon 
iod for his grace to enable me to turn from my 
ricious course of life, and through which I be- 
came a real christian. It was by their means al- 
o,that I was excited to improve a little my intel- 
ectual faculties. It was thiough them that I got an 
imiable helpmeet in ray first wife ; and she like- 
vise will have reason to all clerniiy to remember 
he Methodists with gratitude, for having been 
he instruments of her conversion ; for before 
ihc heard them preach? she btid ivoX 05^Ti>^t Vi^^?^ 



ht;uii now un uiu uiuii.*^!!, v. 

I he trcneriility of journeymen sk 
it is well known, that numy, very 
of the same kind mig,*ht l)e adcliic 
bsrs by beinj^ connected >vilk the 
to be indusLrious and fmn^iil, by ^\^] 
liave been cnabivii to live in c 
so'.nelbinyc for their children, 
themselves in tht-ir old at^e. 

In mv Memoirs, althou.'h I ha^ 
llv.it there are many sensil)lc pe< 
Alot*:io{li.-,ts, yet I have represent 
as very i^rnorant. The reason 
and vcjvt-e^cnted them as stich, 
the mce any people arc infiiiei 
the ."non^ do thrv Wvc af* .'itra?!^ 
u/>o:-: i/ir ta-'th the more they h; 
rrr<->}*ff'cncr of rt.'rvard^ the mort 
th'i' i- invisible. The more the 
life'!;' (iod \\\ the souk the |»rc 
xio!;r; iii the prriv'idence of Clod 



' in their generation are iriscr than tlie chil- 
I of light. 

hat many ignorant people have from the be- 
ling to the present time, joined the Method- 
has never been denied. ./ thank thee^ O Fa- 
, saith Christ, that thou haul hid those thivg^ 
I the wise and Jimdcnty and hunt revealed them 
babes., even so Father^ for so it seemed good 
ly sight. You see^ saith St. Paul, your calling^ 
Wen^ hoiv tJuxt not many nvlse men (philoso- 
's) after ihejiesh ; not many mighty^ not many 
?, are called. But Gcd has chosen the fojoliih 
fs of the ivorld. The preaching of the doc- 
;s of the cross for the reformation and salva- 
of mankind^was from the beginning thought 
e foolishness to the philos^hers and moral 
aimers. Where is the 'w.'se F or the philoso- 
•s that read lectures of moraVity ? Where is 
•cribe ? he th^t all his life has studied the 
aic law ? Where is thedisputeref ibis world ? 
learcher into the secrets of natiij^e r Kath not 
shewn that all their wisdom is fdblishness and 
ectual in the important work of reforming 
kind ? May it not be with truth asserted, that 
?st John Nelson*, the Methodist preacher, 
by preaching Christ crucified, reform move 
encd sinners, than were ever reformed by all 
iioral lectures that were ever read to maii- 
? In vSt. Paul's days thcv/jse were confound- 
n seeing the wondcrfid effects that weie pro- 
d by the preaching of a few plain men, wljoin 
termed fools, because they wanted the leaj li • 
>f the age. Mr. Wesley saYs^ 

• See John KeUoYv'ft "i^vxtiviX. 



That Mr. Wesley's people a: 
ij^norant people, I am fully con 
that the reverse is the fact ma 
I will bet^in with the preacher 
must admit that Mr. Wesley \\a 
ed man. His brother Charles a 
siderablc abilities, and was 11 
man. Some of their preache 
cd men ; otliers of them have 
lities ; and if we take the whoh 
ers togjether, they will be found 
in the theory as well as pracllc 
unity, as revealed in the New ' 
althonp^h thero is reason to belie 
fccts producetl l)y their preachii 
assisted by the Spirit of God, y 
Ihni it is t'u ir duty to read and 
duty ^li. Wesley slronj^ly enfo 
upon, Miien he met them in th 
as i;ppcj;rs by the minutes of lii 
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rmon on Heh, t. 4. And no man takcth thib 
to himself^ but he that z> called of God^ as 
aran. In those timcts he has clearly prov- 
at the Jews, the primitive church, the 
I of Kn'^Iand, and other churches, allowed 
) preach that were not priests, nor in holy 

• 

to return. As to the members in general 
Methodist Society^ I never saw any better 
ed in religious matters. They are bettet 
nted V7ith the bible, and with the nature 
esign of Christianity, than any people. I 
The comparison is particularly striking 
: the poorer sort. In those parts of the 
im where Methodism has long been esta- 
l, you will find that the poorest Methodist 
to give you a rational and scriptural ac- 
of the effects of the grace of God oa the 
is well acquainted with the natul-e of the 
mings and promises contained in the word 
d, and knows what he has to hope and fear. 
: it is Addison who observes, that religion 
ery great tendency to enlarge the intellec- 
culties of man : as the Methodists do not 
:heir time in idleness and diversions^ they 
nore time to read than others ; they also 
lajiy sermons preached by men of various 
amongst tbcmselves ; and many of theni 
attend the service at church ; they also as^ 
, converse with, and ImproTe ene another. 
It the difference in degree of knowledge 
n the poor Methodists and the poof in i^e- 
is very remarkable. Mr. Addison justly 

cs, that '' The saoat Uiiteait& xnui "^tha in 

p ■ 



; Will naturally contract such i 

* , attention towards a better Bcii 

'■ . ordinary passaj^es of life go c 

5 indifference. By this a man 

tion will not appear mean." — ] 

their knowledge of the things 

^ ; be /oolishncftsy and the greatest 

to be only whims. Spiritual 

discerned by one that is spirit 

* The things unknown to f 

Unseen by reason's glim 
With strong commanding 
Their heavenly origin di 

* Faith lends his realizing 

The clouds disperse, th< 

Th' Invisible appears in si 

And God is seen by moi 

la 
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LETTER XXVII. 

' Ah, Lord, with trembling I confeM, 
A gracious soal may fall from grace ! 
The salt may lost its seasoning power. 
And never, never find it more. 

* Lest that my fearful case should be. 

Each moment knit my soul to thee s 

Aiid lead me to' the mount above, ' 

Thro* the low vale of humble love. * ' 

E>£A1t FRIENB, 

WHEN 1 look into my Memoirs, I shudder 
see what I have done. I have wantonly treated 
and sported with the moijt solemn and pre- 
us truths of the gospel. O God, lay not this 
to my charge ! Other infidels have obscured, 
much as they were able, the external evi- 
nces of Christianity ; but I made a thrust at 
vital part. There are m.any thousands who 
^er had time or opportunity, or who have been, 
aehow or other, prevented from investigating 
external evidences of the Christian religion, 
o yet are as much assured of its divine autho- 
r as they j^re of their own existence. They 
m that Christ is come in the flesh ; that they are 
n of God ; that they are passed from death unto 
; that they were ence blind^ that now they see ; 
t old things are done avfay^ and all things are 
omenevj J that they were once miserable, but 
t now happy ; they once were without God in 
f world, but now by ihtA Jaith which is the ofiC' 
ion of Gocfy the 9ubstanc§ of thingM (iofted fir^ 
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hcrve a buildings not made with he 
heavenn. 

It was this internaJ evidence 
martyrs triumph in the midst ol 
this evidence, neither the pretc 
the open enemies of christianit) 
to destroy. Christianity, witho 
without a soul. And all those 

invalidate this internal evidence 

ing nothing ; arc false sfuea that 

\ . P^rt rf the good land ; they are 

". ierness and bonds of iniquity^ and 

nor lot in the matter ; and, .voo?2 

^^ , will be found to be fighters agaim 

4- Jesu, vouchsafe a pitying ray, 

I Be thou my guide, be tljou my • 

r' • To glorious happiness ! 

Jj : :■ Ah ! write the pardon on fny 1 

* i And whensoe'er I hence depai 

Jj ' Let me denart in nearp. 
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tian is one that has been called out of darkr 
into marvellous light ; so, as long as hia eye 
\gley his soul is full of light^ and he vfalks/in 
ight^ as God is in the Ught^ and in him is no 
tess at all ; yet, if he turn back again into 
pt, he will again be involved in Egyptian 
ness. The sun of righteousness will no 
er shine upon him. Adam, as soon as he 
icyed his God, at once lost his favour and 
less, and sunk into a state of darkness and 
ranee, and attempted to hide himself from 
ill-seeing eye am9ng the trires. And when 
newed soul falls again to a course of sin, he 
; last smitten with blmdness^ and he grofies byfi 
lot find the door. The candle of the Lord no 
? shines ufion his head. They are bUnd^ and 
tot see afar off; and harve forgot that they were 
Xedfrom their sins. They will curscy and swear 
they know not the man. As they did not like to 
in the knowledge of Gody he giiies them over 
blindness and hardness of heart. They have 
iched the •S/iiV//, and done des/iite Unto it. They 
longer know the things which belong to their 
cfy they beini; hid from their eyes. They have 
? that see not^ and ears that hear not. 
This evidence I have attempted to invalidate, 
d be merciful to me a sinner ! 

Jesus, let thy pitying eye 

Call back a wandering sheep ; 
False to thee, like Peter, I r 

Would fain like Peter weep. 

Let me be by grace re^or*d ; 
O n me be all long- suffering $hewn» 

p2 



utivc driven people out of theii 
commit suicide, ficc. But I sol 
Jncx>er htcw an ^iintance of the . 
J personal knowledge. I have st 

* 1 pamphlets wix)te against tlicm, 

:- . " ! papers, and I have been told tha 

'\ ■■ happened; and upon such ki 

■? have shamefully followed other, 

stories after them, 
j In findinj^ fault with the Me 

I for endeavouring to a^ aken all si 

converted, every one may sec 
them I also blamed the prophet 
apostles, and also the church c 
most other reformed churches. 
pre:ichers often tell their hearers 
our church, in her 9th article, 7 
fa-- t(:mcfrom or (^ nal yightcoiisiici 
nature hid Jird to cv /so that tht^f 
ccmtrary to the Sprrit ; and therei 
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hereafter serve and please thee in nevmcsa qf H/ 
TThat which displeases the infidels and pretend* 
christians on this head is, the Methodists insi 
on the necessity of y^f/w^ what we re/ieatyl^sty 
"be found solemn mockers of God. 

In the scripture this conviction is called, beir 
pricked to the heart, under which sinners are co; 
strained to inquire, TV/mt shall we do to be saved 
To en/, God be merciful to me a sinner^ &c. Ai 
under this conviction David roared^br the disqid 
tude of h's soul^ and watered hfs bed with his tear 
Jeremiah saith, Be not a terror to me. In a: 
other place, God says, I will make thee a terror 
thyself. Solomon says? The sfiirit of a man nu 
sustain his (bodily) injlrmities ; but a wounded sfii? 
who can bear. This is what is intended by c co\ 
trite sfiirit y a broken hearty &c/ 

So that what I have pointed out as a dreadf 
state is, I presume, quite iscriptural ; and mu 
\)t more or less, felt by every person before \ 
will see the necessity of coming to Christ for pa 
don and salvation ; before he can be bom agamt < 
converted ; or before he can be justified, as S 
Paul says, and as our church says also, before Y 
ever can be changed by the insfiiration of his Ho^ 
Spirit ; before he can perfectly love Gody or wa 
tk-ly magnfy hs holy name. 

But as an infidel I cared for none of thei 
things, and so ridiculed them all. The remen 
brance of which has in reality been to me grie 
ous, and the burthen intolerable! May Almighl 
Cod make all the inventors, and other wanton n 
laters oi such stories, fee\, "btlw^'SX.KsVsckNfc 
the same sorrow and sivic^T^ t^^^T&iKCw^^^* 
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Wbitker shall my vilenesg run ? 

Hide me, earth, the sinner hide 
Let me sink into th« dust. 

Full of holy shame adore ! 
Jesus Christ, the good, th« just. 

Bids me go and sin no more. ~ 



I * O, confirm the gracious word, 

-{ Jesus, Son of God and Man ! 

Let me never grieve thee, Lord, 

Never turn t« sin again ! 
Till mj all in all thou art ! 

Till thott bring thy nature in. 
Keep this feeble, trembling heart. 
Save mei save me. Lord, from si 

I aiD, 

Dear fi 
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LETTER XXVin. 
• 

* JLet us join (*tis God commands,) 
Let us join our hearts and hands • 
Help to'gain our calling's hope, 
BuUd w« each the jother up.' 

HILAR FRIKND, 

I HAVE represented 9Qm<P of the Method- 
ists as troublesome obtrtiders cin the s^ck and dy^ 
Ing ; so that I think I ought to set this matter in 
a clear ligfht. 

Mr. Wesley's peaple think that they cannot /ovc 
their neighbour as themselves^ withovt endeavour- 
ing jto find out every possible way by which they 
may be serviceable to the souls and bodies of their 
fellow creatures. In London and Bristol) and I 
^believe in other places, seme of their society who 
are able to pray, instruct, and exhort, endeavour 
to find out poor distressed objects who arc confin- 
ed to their beds by diseases in poor-houses, pri- 
sons, lodging houses, dirty lanes, alleys. Sec. 
Those poor fersaken outcasts of society they in- 
struct, exhort, pray with, &c. To objects most 
in want they give money. Perhaps there cannot 
be any labour of love more praiseworthy, or more 
deserving of cncourag«ment, as great numbers of 
such poor destitute wretches may at all times be 
found languishing in a forlorn state, and gcneraUy 
■die without any one caring any thing a^Mittt them : 
for none but such as are filled with the loiPirof God 
and man will ever go into such loajthaofsut ^Iv^^^^i. 



me, IS too much to be pcrfor 
i thoroughly impressed with t 

• ll mortal soul ; who are persuad 
y ■■ f:(l death for tvery many and wi 
5 ahoidd come to the knowledge 

' ; saved. While they were emph 

; work, if they could discover 

; that gave them reason to hopt 

Ox what lore and joy warmed 
devil knew that Job did 7iot se 
Christ still pays his servants w 
they do in his name and for his : 
pic, when employed in such \r( 
to flesh and blood is not only ii 
ing, yet would not have excha 
which they found in it for any e 
To return to the subject. 

It is not only in ciiies and lai 
])Oor die unvisited ; but also 
towns, villac-eR. f^r t.. *' - ' 
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d. When any one of them has any cdncern 
at his immortal part, he is afraid to give trou- 
to the vicar or curate^ and ashamed to let them 
less his poverty and rags. Christ well knew 
deplorable state of such poor creatures^ and 
graciously promised to reward all such as ex- 
re their dreary abodes. But as an infidel, I 
ught all talk about heaven and hell, praying 
them, Sec. useless and terrifying ; for which 
son I exclaimed against such as - performed 
se kind offices. And I recollect that when, 
Ut twenty years since, I was thought to be 
r death, I was so hardened as not to suffer any 
rgyman to come near me, o.r any other religious 
son . 

Wf ary of wandering^ from my God, 

A^id now made willing to return, 
I hear, and bow me to the rod ; 

For thee, not without hope, I motirn s 
I have an advocate above, 
A frieud before thfc throne of Uve. 

O, Jesus, fall of truth and grace, \ 

More full of grace tkan I of ain ; 
Yet once a^in 1 seek thy face, 

Open thy arms and take me in ; 

And freely my backslidings heal. 

And love the faithless sinner still. 

rint cin avowed unbeliever should refuse to ac* 
>t any •spiritual advice, and not suffer any pray- 
to !)e y.\it up for him when about to quit the 
rid. is not very surprising. But I am persuad- 
aat tlicic have been, and still are, very many 
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very people were sucli as put (iit 

sick or death-bed, not considcrin; 

they continue in sin the more 

i iTiade. and that the consciences 

i last Stared as it were with a hot ir 

* Dead already, dead within. 
Spiritually dead in sin ; 
I Dead to God while here ihey I 

Pajiting- after secoi.d death. 
They will still in sin remain, 
Greedy of eternal pain.* 

• 

You no doubt recollect that I I 
ed the private meetings cslablish 
luy amon|5 his people. Nor ik it 
thnt a freethinker should hale 
grace, particularly such as hav( 
(lency to keep the children of Ci 
to })ron\ote all inward and ouiw 
"will trcinscnbe Mr. Wesley's accc 
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^'^her the iosfiection of those in whom I could con- 
'Vfi<ie. This was the origin of classes in London, 

.ior which I can never sufficiently praise God, the 

'iiii8peaks*ble usefulness of the institution having 
^ ev«r since been more and more manifest/' The 
i^' person appointed to watch these little classes was 
cailled the leader of that class to which he receiv- 
ed his appointment. Mr. TVesley called the lead- 
era f agether, and desired that each would make a 

■ particular inquiry into the behaviour of those he 
SAW weekly. They did so ; and many disorder!) 

, walkers were detected. Some were turned from 
the evil of their ways, and some put out of the 
society. And the rest saw it with fear, and re< 
joiced in God with reverence. At first the leaden 
visited each person at their own house ; but this 
was soon found inexpedient. It required mor< 
time than the leaders had to spare. Many per< 

^ tons lived with masters, mistresses, or relations 
where they could not be visited. And when 

Isnisunderstandings had arisen between persons it 
«the same class, it was more convenient to sec 
them face to face. On these, and some othei 
considerations, it was agreed, that each leadei 
should meet his class altogether, once a week, a 
9L time and place most convenient for the whole 
He begun and ended the meeting with singing an( 
prayer ; and spent absut an hour conversing will 
these persons, one by one. By this means, s 
more full inquiry was made into the behaviour o 
every person ; advice or reproof was given as nee( 
required ; misunderstandings wett \^twaN^^> "^s 
brotherly love prometei). >^ Ix. c^\iwaxc^Vi ^ 
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rurally to care fur each other' 9 wel 

had daily a more intimate acqu 

they had a more endeared a£Pectic 

I Mr. IVeslvy further adds, " 1 

J. ' «. could not but observe, this is the 

4 ' v/as from the very beginning o 

y the earliest times, those whom ( 

i to fireach the gospel to every area 

■ . i of hearers were mostly Jews or 

! toon as any of these were so 

truth as to forsake sin, and seel 

, valion, they immediately join': 

'; took an account of their namei 

■ watch over each other, and n 

mcnsy as they were then calle 

; ronj^regation, that they migh 

CT^hort, and pray with them ani 

in;^ to tl^eir several necessities-* 

^Hevhaps the following hymr 

!_ A-I.^r.^ i-irtftt.+trtr-C twill el 



CloKr knh to thee out hetd; 
NouTish us, O Cbrisi, >nd feed v 
Lei u» daily gionth receive. 
More and mora in Jenii live. 
JeiDB, we thy memberi ire. 
Cherish ul wrtb kindeit care ; 
Of thy fleih and of thy bone, * 
Love, for ever love thy own. 
Move and actaale, and ^ide, 
Biveri giits to each divide i 
Plac'd according lo thy will. 
Let us all our work ful£), 
Never from our office move, 
Needful (o e»ch other prove i 
Use >he grace on each be*tow'd. 
Temper's by the art of God. 
Sweetly m»y we all agree, 
Touch'd with lofleit lympathyl 
Kindly for each other caro, 
Everf member feel its share. 
Wounded hy Ihe grief of on*, . 
Now let alt the members graan i 
Hnnour'd if one member is, . 
All partake the common blill. 
Maoy are we now and one, 
We who Jesui have put on : 
There is neither bond or free. 
Male nor female. Lord, in thee I 
Lave, like death, has all destroy'd, 
Render'd all disiinctian void ! 
Names »nd sects and panics fall ! 
Thou, Chtijt, at alt in all ! 
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